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TO: NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 
 

FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR II 
 

SUBJECT:  ORISKANY FALLS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, #33-034 
 
RE: HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 

 
 

 
Application Completed and notarized and signed 

31 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice listing full names and sections run 3 times in The Observer Dispatch                            
$244.20 

31 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Estimates: Humphrey Memorials estimate $37,040 (average $1,195/ monument)  

 North-East Cemetery Services estimate $42,492 (average $1,371/monument). 

  

Both contractors propose 42-inch foundations and offer a 10-year warranty. 

The cemetery is up to date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Recommend Approval in the amount of $37,284.20. 
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TO: New York State Cemetery Board 
 
FROM: Michael D. Seelman, Investigator II 
 
SUBJECT:  Oriskany Falls Cemetery Association, #33-034 
 
RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments 
 
DATE: September 29, 2022 
 
 
Exhibits 
 

A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create 
a Hazardous Condition 

B) Humphrey Memorials repair estimate for $37,040 (average $1,195/ per monument 
C) North-East Cemetery Services repair estimate for $42,492 (average $1,371/ per 

monument) 
D) Invoices and copies from The Observer Dispatch for $244.20 

 
Introduction and Recommendation 
 
 The Division received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 31 hazardous 
monuments located in the Oriskany Falls Cemetery, town of Augusta, Oneida County.  The 
application was submitted by Scott Jeffers, president of the Oriskany Falls Cemetery 
Association.  Included with this application was an estimate, from Humphrey Memorials (Exhibit 
B) totaling $37,040, and an estimate from North-East Cemetery Services (Exhibit C) totaling 
$42,492.  Also included was an invoice from The Observer Dispatch for a legal notice (Exhibit 
D) that was run for three consecutive weeks from October 29, through November 12, 2021, for 
$244.20. 
 I recommend approval of this application. 
 
The Monuments 
 
 The Oriskany Falls Cemetery was visited, and 31 monuments were found to be either 
loose on their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to cemetery visitors and 
employees.  Mr. Jeffers stated that the cemetery has no records for the monuments in question 
and as such, could not contact the last known lot owners by mail, the most recent monument is 
dated 1928. The cemetery has had no response to the legal advertisements which it placed, 
and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments. Based upon the information 
provided, it is the Division’s understanding that the cemetery has determined that the monument 
owners cannot be found.   
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
The Estimates   
 
 Both contractors propose to:  remove the monuments from the existing foundations; dig 
out existing foundations; place new foundations made of solid concrete poured to a depth of 42 
inches and replace the monument, resealing all joints with setting compound or epoxy and offer 
a ten-year warranty. 
   
 
 
Recommendation 

 
The Cemetery is up to date on annual reports and vandalism payments.  This appears to 

be a legitimate claim for $37,284.20.  I recommend that this application be approved. 
 
 



    
   EXHIBIT A 



Division of 

Cemeteries 

New York State 

Department of State 

DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

One Commerce Plaza 

99 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12231-0001 

Telephone: (518) 474-6226 

www.dos.ny.gov 

Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments 

that Create a Dangerous Condition 

This application applies only to Not-for-Profit Cemetery Corporations and must be completed in full and signed before a notary public. 
Funds may be allocated for the above-captioned purposes in accordance with 19 NYC RR §200.11 (statutory authority: Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Law, § 15 10-a). The full text of this Cemetery Board Directive appears on the reverse.

AMOUNT REQUESTED   
$37,284.20

CEMETERY NAME 
Oriskany Falls Cemetery Association 

----------····--·-

NAME OF CEMETERY OFFICIAL 
Scott T. Jeffers 

STREET ADDRESS 
  

CITYffOWNNILLAGE 
 

 

Home ( 5  5

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 for and received a grant from the Vandalism, 
Abandonment & Monument Repair Fund? , , ........ , ......................... . 

*If YES, when? February 16, 2022 Amount Received: $18,355.00
----------

Was proof of completed work forwarded to the Division of Cemeteries? ............ . 

_0_YES* ilNo 

_BYES □ NO 

1. Provide a description of each damaged monument and/or marker and enclose referenced photos:
Attached

Attached

2. Attach copies of bids submitted by at least two contractors for the cost of repairs or removal and replacement.

3. Attach proof that the cemetery corporation has given not less than 60-day notice to the last known owner to repair or remove the
monument or marker and that said owner has failed to do so within the time prescribed in that notice.

I, the undersigned, duly authorized, swear or affirm under the penalties of perjury that the above-named cemetery has not been able to 
obtain sufficient funds from the family of the deceased, that the proposed costs of the repairs or removals and replacements are fair and 
reasonable and that the above-described monuments and/or markers are so badly out of repair or dilapidated as to create a 
dangerous condition. I further swear or affirm that the information contained in this application is true and correct. I agree that, upon 
receipt of monies for the repair or removal of dilapidated or disrepaired monuments that create a dangerous condition, such repairs will be 
made as quickly as possible and 99cumentation (receipts nd statements) of the repairs and removals will be submitted to the Division of 
Cemeteries within 90 days follo

//

ng COIT) letion of �or .
Signature of 

l _ 1 
· 

Cemetery Official: ---.,.4--V-=-=---"'-'--d-�ct�s;:----------- Date: _F_e_b _ru_a_ry_16_,_2_ 0_2_2 ______ _ 

NOAH F. IVES 
Notary Public. State of New York 

Appointnd in C)neida County 
Rc,qi,o•,.,,k,n I\(' 0·1 IVG'1G4688 

My c��;'{��"i�;io;, E·xpires 9/1 s/ c9(f25

D OS- 1585-f-a (Rev. 07 / 15)

On this / &i"'" d�y of 'f,� !0 c),OJ,').

appeared 5u,'I-FT"Jef'�rs 

known to me to be said person. 

'-fZ�J� 
Notary Public 
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   EXHIBIT B 









    
   EXHIBIT C 



MONUMENT 
PRICE REMOVE&RESET **

NAME PLOT WIDTH LENGTH PRICE TOTAL
1 BLAIR, HM 416 24'' 32'' $990.00 $614.40 $1,604.40
2 BLOOMFIELD 517 16'' 28'' $591.60 $358.40 $950.00
3 CASETY, JAMES 144 32'' 44'' $1,782.00 $1,126.40 $2,908.40
4 CLARK, DEXTER 147 32'' 40'' $1,623.60 $1,024.00 $2,647.60
5 CLARK, RUTH 146 20'' 40'' $1,033.20 $640.00 $1,673.20
6 CLARK, SAMUEL 145 20'' 40'' $1,033.20 $640.00 $1,673.20

7
DAVENPORT, 

WILLAIM 88 18'' 26'' $615.60 $374.40 $990.00
8 DEKING, WILLIAM 751 14'' 38'' $702.00 $425.60 $1,127.60
9 HAZZARD, JOHN 170 26'' 26'' $874.80 $540.80 $1,415.60

10
HITCHCOCK, 

AMOCK 104S 29'' 29'' $1,080.00 $672.80 $1,752.80

11 HITCHCOCK, ROXE 104N 30'' 30'' $1,153.20 $720.00 $1,873.20

12
HITCHCOCK, 

WILLIAM 103 18'' 30'' $706.80 $432.00 $1,138.80
13 HUBBARD 177N 12'' 28'' $452.40 $268.80 $721.20

14
JOHNSTON, 

ALONZO 144 22'' 43'' $1,214.40 $756.80 $1,971.20
15 KING, CL 477 18'' 42'' $980.40 $604.80 $1,585.20

16 LESTON, FERMONT 448 22'' 36'' $1,021.20 $633.60 $1,654.80
17 MILLS, CARL 440E 14'' 38'' $702.00 $425.60 $1,127.60
18 MILLS, SAMUEL 440W 18'' 30'' $706.80 $432.00 $1,138.80
19 PALMER, PHEBE 1S 14'' 26'' $486.00 $291.20 $777.20
20 STAFFORD, NOAH 52 22'' 22'' $634.80 $387.20 $1,022.00
21 STEIGLER, MARY 8 14'' 24'' $450.00 $268.80 $718.80
22 TOHMPSON 401 20'' 32'' $831.60 $512.00 $1,343.60
23 TODD, REBECCA 1N 16'' 28'' $591.60 $358.40 $950.00
24 WALKER 436 24'' 42'' $1,290.00 $806.40 $2,096.40

25 WALTER, THODORE 457 26'' 44'' $1,458.00 $915.20 $2,373.20
26 WARE, WILLIAM 417S 14'' 36'' $666.00 $403.20 $1,069.20
27 WHEELER, HARRY 126S 18'' 34'' $798.00 $489.60 $1,287.60

28
WASHBURN, 

DANIEL 109 14'' 22'' $414.00 $246.40 $660.40
29 WHEAT,CALVIN 19 14'' 32'' $594.00 $358.40 $952.40

30
WHEELER, 
THOMAS 126N 18'' 34'' $798.00 $489.60 $1,287.60

31 WILLARD,ALEX 179 32'' 32'' $1,306.80 $819.20 $2,126.00
TOTALS $26,275.20 $16,216.80 $42,492.00

* OLD FOUNDATION TO BE REMOVED AND REPLACED WITH POURED SOLID CONCRETE 36"-42" IN DEPTH
** STONE/MONUMENT TO BE REMOVED FROM OLD FOUNDATION AND REPLACED ON NEW FOUNDATION
FOUNDATION WARRENTED AGAINST FAILURE FOR 10 YEARS

SIZE
FOUNDATION*

PROPOSAL TO REPAIR
NORTHEAST CEMETERY SERVICES

ORISKANY FALLS CEMETERY DANGEROUS TO OTHERS STONES/MONUMENTS



    
   EXHIBIT D 










