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TO: NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 

FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR II 

SUBJECT:  CLEARVIEW CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, #51-011 

RE: HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

DATE: JANUARY 23, 2023 

Application Completed and notarized and signed 

29 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice run 3 times in The Evening Tribune     $99.37 

29 Monuments Appear Hazardous 

Estimates: DC Masonry repair estimate $36,547 (average $1,260/ monument) 

Five contractors declined to bid 

DC Masonry proposes 42- inch foundations and offers a 10-year warranty 

The cemetery is up to date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Recommend Approval in the amount of $36,646.37. 
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TO: New York State Cemetery Board 

FROM: Brendon Stanton, Investigator 

SUBJECT: Clearview Cemetery Association, #51-011 

RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments 

DATE: January 23, 2023 

Exhibits 

A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create
a Hazardous Condition

B) DC Masonry estimate for $36,547.00
C) Various declinations to bid
D) Invoice and copy from Hornell Evening Tribune legal notice for $99.37
E) Completion report for previous hazardous monument work awarded in February 2021

Introduction and Recommendation 

I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 29 hazardous monuments located in 
the Clearview Cemetery of the town of Cohocton, Steuben County.  The application was 
submitted by Cheryl Deusenbery, president of the Clearview Cemetery Association.  Included 
with this application was a single estimate from DC Masonry (Exhibit C) for $36,547. The 
cemetery association included responses from three additional monument companies who 
refused to submit bids. Also included was an invoice from a Hornell Evening Tribune 
newspaper legal notice (Exhibit D) that was run for three consecutive weeks for $99.37. 

I recommend approval of this application. 



The Monuments 

I visited the cemetery on October 12, 2022, and found that all 29 of the monuments were 
either loose on their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to cemetery visitors 
and employees.  The cemetery has had no response to the legal advertisement which it placed, 
and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments.  The cemetery also indicated that 
it did not have any address information to send mailings directly.  The most recent monument 
appears to have been placed in or around 1918.  Based on the advanced age of the 
monuments in question, it is assumed the foundations were laid privately by either the families 
or by monument contractors. 

The estimate proposes to:  remove the monuments from the existing foundations; dig out 
the existing foundation; place a new foundation made of solid concrete poured to a depth of 42 
inches; and replace the monument, resealing all joints with setting compound or epoxy.  DC 
Masonry offers a 10-year warranty. 

Declinations to Bid 

The cemetery association was only able to provide a single estimate for this project.  
Included are responses from WNY Cemetery Services, Todd Forsythe (a local monument 
dealer), Snyder Brothers Cemetery Service, and Walter E. Baird Funeral Home, all of which 
declined to submit a bid.  The single bid appears consistent with historical costs in Steuben 
County and the cemetery has been unable to provide an additional bid despite a diligent effort.  I 
recommend that the single bid be deemed sufficient in this case. 

Recommendation 

The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund and with the filing of its 
annual reports.  The cemetery previously received a disbursement for hazardous monument 
work in November 2021, and the funds appear to have been spent appropriately (Exhibit E).  All 
documents appear to be in order, and this appears to be a legitimate claim for $36,646.37.  I 
recommend that this application be approved. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Lewis Polishook, Director 
 
FROM: Brendon Stanton, Investigator 
 
SUBJECT: Clearview Cemetery Association, #51-011 
 
RE: Repair of Hazardous Monuments 
 
DATE: May 26, 2022 

 

 By application dated August 18, 2021, the Clearview Cemetery Association of the town 
of Cohocton, Steuben County, applied for funds for the repair of 30 hazardous monuments.  The 
State Cemetery Board approved this application in its meeting on November 9, 2021, in the 
amount of $33,192.14.  The contract was awarded to DC Masonry.  Having been informed that 
the project had been completed, I inspected the work on May 10, 2022, and found it 
satisfactory. 




