
• 
SECTION TWO 

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

This section provides an informational base for determining 
applicable State and local coastal policies in Section Three and 
designating appropriate land and water uses and necessary projects in 
Section Four. Presented herein are brief descriptions of the coastal 
resources, existing land and water uses and important economic 
activities of the Ogdensburg waterfront area. 

PREPARATION OF A LOCAL WATERFRONT INVENTORY 

• 

The NYS Coastal Atlas identified maj or resources and conditions 
occurring in the State's coastal area through a series of four maps 
(l :24,000 scale): "Natural Resources Inventory", "Existing Land and 
Water Uses", "Development Considerations", and "Summary Map". These 
maps were reviewed in conjunction with aerial photographs, tax maps, 
field surveys and numerous publications containing mapped and textual 
data concerning the City of Ogdensburg, its environs and, in 
particular, its waterfront. Pertinent information gathered from these 
sources was summarized under four topics: natural resources, 
community/cultural resources, current land and water uses, and 
important economic activities • 

I. NATURAL RESOURCES 

A. Water Resources (Plates 2a and b). The surface waters of the 
St. Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers are Ogdensburg's most significant 
water resources. While the former provided a navigable route for early 
exploration and trade in the region, the latter offered at its mouth an 
attractive site for fortification and settlement. 

From the early 1800's, growth of the City of Ogdensburg paralleled 
the growth of shipping through the St. Lawrence Valley until the St. 
Lawrence Seaway project was completed in 1959. Today, the Ogdensburg 
Bridge and Port Authority port facilities provide a D18jor basis for 
economic activity in the city and the region. 

The St. Lawrence River is also important to the city for water 
supply. Its waters are designated as Class "A" by the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation. Class "A" waters are considered 
suitable for drinking and food processing if proper treatment is 
applied. From the area just west of the Ponderosa Fibres plant to the 
tip of the former car ferry pier on Lighthouse Point, the St. Lawrence 
River is classified as Class "C". Tibbits Creek is classified as Class 
"0". The Oswegatchie River is designated as Class "B". See Footnote 1 
for a description of these water quality classifications. 

• 
Ogdensburg's two principal water bodies also provide locally 

significant fish habitats, scenic vistas and racreational value • 
Again, the St. Lawrence River is foremost in giving tha city its 
coastal setting and in supporting boating, fishiag and swimmiag 

-11­



activities. One private marina, in addition to one constructed by the 
city, accommodate a limited number of watercraft which use the two 
rivers. Sport fishermen from the area and from elsewhere in New York 
State and Canada are attracted to the lower Oswegatchie and this •
stretch of the St. Lawrence River. Muskellunge fishing in the St. 
Lawrence River is touted as the best in the nation. Shore fishing is 
popular at various points along the shoreline, including the municipal 
docks. 

The Oswegatchie River also provides potential for hydroelectric 
power generation at the site of the Ogdensburg dam. The city is 
currently investigating the necessary steps to renovate and reuse this 
structure. 

Tibbits Creek drains a large area of low-lying lands in the 
eastern and southern parts of Ogdensburg. It empties into the St. 
Lawrence River along the city's easternmost shoreline. 

Analysis: Ogdensburg's water resources are unquestionably one of 
its most important assets and provide the basis for the city's very 
existence and its continued economic growth. A fine balance between 
use of the rivers for water supply and scenic and recreational purposes 
versus port-related and industrial activities must be maintained. 
Current efforts by the OBPA and che State of New York to improve the 
port' s facilities will further expand the potential of this resource 
for the city. (For further discussion of port activities, see 
pages 29 - 31). 

The city's efforts to renovate the Ogdensburg dam for 
hydroelectric power generation will again tap the water resources of •
the Oswegatchie River. Care should be taken to accommodate the 
recreational resources along the Oswegatchie River in the planning and 
construction of this project. The tourism industry in Ogdensburg 
depends on the continued quality of the area r S fishing. boating and 
recreational resources. Marina facilities in the city are limited and 
cannot accommodate demand from boaters on the St. Lawrence River. This 
lack of facilities restricts the growth of this aspect of the city's 
economic base. Any new shoreline uses should be assessed for potential 
impact on water quality and sewer outfall since any changes are likely 
to affect the wildlife habitats and recreational reaources of the 
water. 

In 1982. DEC upgraded the "c" aection of the St. Lawrence River 
from its previous "0" classification to reflect improved water quality 
and evidence of capability of aupporting a fiahery resource in this 
area of the river. The Oswegatchie River was also reclassified at this 
time from a "c" to a "B" to reflect its use for primary contact 
recreation further upriver at Eel Weir State Park (outside coastal 
area). The city has reviewed the DEC classifications of its vaters and 
finds the "0" classification for Tibbits Creek is inconsistent with its 
designation by the Oil Spill Response Hodel II as an area supportive of 
fish habitats and propagation (see page 15). Beginning in December, 
1985, DEC will be conducting a statevide reviev of stream 
reclassifications. The hearing for the St. Lawrence River is scheduled 
for September, 1987. The city and DEC should pursue the possibility of • 
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• changing the classification of Tibbets Creek from a "D" to a "c" at 
this time. DEC classifications for the remainder of Ogdensburg's 
coastal waters are compatible with the existing and proposed land and 
water uses put forth in this program. 

Although no specific water quality issues were identified as 
current problems in the waterfront inventory, sites with potential for 
affecting water quality exists in the Ogdensburg coastal area. Point 
or "end-of-the-pipe" discharges exist at the city's sewer treatment 
outfall and 17 storm overflows, at the Ponderosa Fibres plant, and at 
the Standard Shade and Roller plant. These sites are under permit by 
DEC and are monitored on a regular basis. Potential sources of 
non-point pollution exist at the OBPA port facilities, the former 
Augsbury tank farm property, the Mobil tank farm and the St. Lawrence 
Psychiatric Center. Although not monitored by DEC permit, any form of 
pollution at these sites would come under State or federal 
jurisdiction. The city should be aware of these sites and the 
potential problems and development constraints they may pose. Close 
coordination between the city, property owners and appropriate State 
and federal agencies will help mitigate the problems as they arise. 

• 
Potential threats to water quality also stem from discharges of 

shipboard wastes from commercial and recreational watercraft and the 
potential for oil and hazardous substance spills in the St. Lawrence 
River. Because of the city's location on the river and the St. 
Lawrence Seaway, the city is subject to the dangers which may result 
from the discharge of untreated vessel wastes and hazardous substance 
spills. The jurisdiction over the discharge of such pollutants lies 
with State and/or federal regulatory agencies. The city should insure 
that marinas provide facilities for pumping out marine holding tanks. 
It can also encourage the installation of such facilities through the 
review of new marina development or expansion proposals. 

B. Geology, Soils and Topography (Plates la and b). Blue and gray 
dolomites with granular fine-grained structure (called the Ogdensburg 
formation) underlie the St. Lawrence Valley where the city is situated. 
This sedimentary bedrock dates from Lower Ordovician origins during the 
latter part of the Paleozoic Era and tends to slope to the northeast. 
More recent sedimentary deposits dating from the Cenozoic Era overlie 
the dolomites in the eastern third of the city. Bedrock to the south 
and southwest of Ogdensburg dates to earUer geologic periods and 
gradually changes from sedimentary to metamorphic and igneous 
formations running from the Adirondacks to the massive Canadian shield 
through a narrow belt in the Thousand Islands. 

• 

During the closing stages of the glacial period, most of the St. 
Lawrence Valley was inundated by marine waters given passage as the 
huge ice sheet melted away. A thick mantle of glacial drift was 
deposited under the standing waters with considerable amounts of 
gravel, sand, silts and clay. Near the river's present shoreline, the 
silts and clays reach depths of SO to 60 feet. Moving away from the 
river, however, the glacial drift and marine deposits become 
increasingly shallow• 
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In general, the soils of the Ogdensburg waterfront area 1II8y be 
described as deeply laid soils comprised of either made lands (cut and 
fill) or post glacial material formed of lakelaid, deltaic or fluvial 
sediments deposited principally from glacial meltwaters. The .ade •
lands (termed Udorthents) are mostly loamy soils occupying all of the 
port and most of the developed city area west of the northern end of 
Linden Avenue. Post glacial soils, on the other hand, cover the areas 
east of Linden Avenue with six soil types or series being IDOSt 
prevalent: Flackville loamy fine sand, Crogan sand and loamy fine 
sand, Hailesboro silt loam Raquette variant sandy loam, Hatoon silt 
loam and Elmwood fine sandy loam. These and other less prevalent soil 
types are described in detail in Appendix A (soils map and chart). 

The Udorthents are mostly loamy, poorly to well-drained and 
moderately to very rapidly permeable soils. Flackville, Crogan and 
Elmwood soils tend to be moderately well drained with rapid, rapid to 
slow or rapid to very slow permeability, respectively. The Raquette 
soil is excessively drained with moderate to rapid permeability. 
Hailesboro and Hatoon soils are somewhat poorly drained and exhibit 
moderately slow or slow permeability, respectively. Most of the 
waterfront area's soils present severe limitations to septic tank 
absorption fields and dwellings with basements. The erosion hazard of 
these soils is slight. 

Topography in the waterfront and the city as a whole is mostly 
level to slightly rolling with only distinctive changes in elevation 
occurring along the banks of the St. Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers. 
The terrain rises gently away from the shore of the St. Lawrence River 
with sections of the city situated 25 to 50 feet above the level of the 
river. Froo southwest to northeast, there is relatively little change •
in elevation in the waterfront except at the Oswegatchie River and, in 
a broad sense, in the lower lying depressions along NY Route 37, east 
of the more developed parts of the city. 

Areas of critical erosion were identified in Ogdensburg near the 
area of the Ogdensburg port facilities and grain elevator and Chimney 
Point. Ice damage, the effects of high water levels, and wave 
disturbances from the St. Lawrence Seaway shipping channel contribute 
to erosion action. The St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation has 
established and enforces speed limits for commercial vessels. The OBPA 
has plans to repair deteriorated wooden cribbing and bulkhead near the 
grain el evator in the future. A man-made beach located west of the 
international bridge on OBPA property is subject to erosion and 
requires frequent loads of sand and regrading to maintain a viable 
beach area (see Plates 12a and b). . 

Areas of special flood hazard were identified and mapped in 
Ogdensburg by the Federal Insurance Administration. Land development 
in flood hazard areas is frequently precluded by soil limitations and 
high watertables. Development is now subject to city flood control 
regulations (see Plates 12a and b). 

Analysis: The area's level topography throughout most of the 
coastal area presents little problem for development. However, 
geographic and soil conditions, including poor drainage, high • 
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• watertables, areas of special flood hazard and poor quality fill 
present development constraints in several sections of the coastal 
area. The constraints these conditions impose must be taken into 
account when any new develoP1llent is considered in these areas. 
DeveloP1llent should not occur in special flood hazard areas unless it 
JDeets requirements of the Ogdensburg floodplain ordinance. Erosion 
along the shoreline presents a lesser problem than those mentioned 
above in 1IIOSt of the coastal area. The NYS Depart1llent of Environmental 
Conservation has not yet identified any Coastal Erosion Hazard Areas 
(CERAs) , (as required by Section 34-0104 of Article 34, Environmental 
Conservation 1.aw). If CERAs are identified by the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation in the future, the need for additional 
regulation 1II&y be necessary. 

C. Vegetation. Terrestrial vegetation in the developed sections 
of Ogdensburg's waterfront is severely modified and limited due to 
intense commercial, industrial and residential land uses. Along the 
shore. such vegetation is generally restricted to sparse undergrowths 
of herbaceous and woody plants, with occasional stands of black willow. 
Pockets of deciduous trees and brush overgrowth characterize the 
undeveloped areas of the waterfront further inland. Various species of 
wetland vegetation are present in the low-lying. poorly drained areas 
along Tibbits Creek. 

• 
A 1976-77 survey of aquatic· vegetation by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicated that shoals and the littoral 
(nearshore) zone adjacent to harbor channels were areas where 
vegetation was most dense and where the submergent aquatic plant 
species were dominant. It was assumed that vegetation is sparse or 
absent in the existing channel where depths range between 19 and 27 
feet. Most rooted aquatics occur in waters with depths less than 12 
feet in the Ogdensburg harbor area. 

Analysis: Since most of the Ogdensburg coastal area is developed. 
vegetative cover is minimal in most areas. Some vacant or 
underutilized areas, such as Lighthouse Point. the west bank of the 
Oswegatchie River. the triangular section of land bounded by NY Route 
37, Ford Street Extension, and the railroad tracks, and the heavy 
industrial park. contain excessive vegetation and overgrowth. 5111&11, 
scattered wetlands and low-lying land identified in the southeastern 
section of the coastal area were not deemed to be significant. The 
mature trees lining the Oswegatchie River and located in the St. 
Lawrence Psychiatric Center are a valuable resource and should remain, 
with improved landscaping augmenting these scenic viewpoints. 

• 

D. Fish and Wildlife (nates 3a and b). The NYS Coastal Atlas 
identifies nO fish and wildlife habitats of statewide significance in 
the Ogdensburg coastal area. However, locally significant fish and 
wildlife habitats do exist in the Ogdensburg coastal area in the St. 
Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers and Tibbets Creek. Five areas are 
identified as locally significant. Information on four of the habitat 
areas described below is derived from the Oil Spill Response Model II, 
conducted by the St. Lawrence-Eastern Ontario Commission. Information 
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on habitat area #3 (Oswegatchie !liver) was acquired from the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 6 Office and the New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation Significant Habitat 
Unit in Delmar, New York. • 

1. Ogdensburg - Prescott Pool 

Definition: A large open water pool, present 
during the ice-in period in varying extent and 
dimension, extending between Ogdensburg and 
Prescott, Ontario. 

Birds: Fair numbers of several species of 
diving ducks, dabbling ducks and gulls use 
this pool in the winter. 

Fish: A few riverwide common species have 
been recorded in the area. Little, if any, 
spawning occurs in the deep water area. 
Limited spawning occurs along the shoreline 
edge of the upper ground shoal area. 

2. Ogdensburg Bay 

Definition: Shallow waters and nearshore 
shoal areas. (middle ground shoal) 

Birds: C~ns1derable numbers of dabbling and 
diving ducks use this bay in migration. 

Fish: This bay harbors a diverse and 
productive fish population. It is an 
important spawning area for northern pike. 
Muskellunge and lake sturgeon are present, 
possibly spawning in the area although this 
has not been documented. Walleye and other 
species of riverwide distribution such as 
bass, perch, bull-heads, catfish and carp are 
also present. 

3. Oswegatchie River 

Definition: The Ogdensburg dam and slUiceway, 
approximately three-quarters of a mile upriver 
from the confluence of the Oswegatchie and St. 
Lawrence !livers creates a habit~ble fish 
environment. 

Fish: Species such as small mouth bass, rock 
bass and suckers spawn in the Oswsgatbo:ie 
liver. Northern pike and channel catfish have 

•
 

also been recorded in this area. The 
development of the St. Lawrence Seaway, in the 
early 1950's, significantly altered the 
character of the river and of the • 
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•
 

•
 

•
 

walleye habitat then present. The area below 
the dam at Ogdensburg was left as one of the 
few viable spawning sites in the newly 
impounded Lake St. Lawrence. Because of the 
limited spawning habitat remaining in the 
river, the Department of Envir~nmental 

Conservaton subsequently identified this area 
as a significant habitat. Declining walleye 
numbers in the river have led to a revision of 
this classification to that of an historic 
walleye spawning area, as no spawning activity 
has been documented at this site in recent 
years. Recent reports of increased walleye 
presence in species is expanding and may 
resume utilization of this site in the future. 

4. Chimney Point 

Definition: Area between the 
Ogdensburg-Prescott International Bridge and 
Tibbits Creek Bay including portions of the 
St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center property. 

Birds: Dabbling ducks, diving ducks, geese 
and hawks have been recorded in this area •. 

Fish: A few riverwide common species 
including northern pike, have been recorded in 
this area. A few species such as small mouth 
bass, rock bass, sunfLsh and yellow perch 
spawn in a narrow band apprOXimately two to 
fifteen feet offshore. 

5. Tibbits Creek and Tibbits Creek Bay 

Definition: A small, shallow bay containing 
open marshland. (Tibbits Creek forms the 
eastern boundary of the city limits; Tibbits 
Creek Bay is in the Tololn of Lisbon. Because 
portions of the creek are in the coastal area, 
its description is included herein. Corporate 
boundaries will be recognized in program 
application. 

Birds: A diversity of dabbling ducks use the 
area for breeding and post-breeding 
activities. Fair numbers of diving ducks use 
the mouth of the bay and nearby areas in 
migration. 

Fish: A very productive spawning and use area 
for a wide variety of flsh species. Northern 
pike and muskellunge are present in the area• 
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Mammals: An excellent diversity of III8IIIIIlals
 
has been recorded in this area.
 

Rock bass, yellow perch, white suckers and northern pike •
constitute approximately 70 percent of the fisheries resource in these 
areas and constitute an important component of the tourist and 
recreational industry attraction. Both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and NYS Department of Environmental Conservation have 
identified Hay 15th through July 15th as the critical spawning period 
in the Ogdensburg area. Spawning and adult fish habitats vary by 
species and various habitat types are present. Spawning areas 
correspond generally to the habitat areas illustrated on Plates 3a and 
b. In addition, limited spawning of particular species occurs along 
the shoreline of the lower ground shoal. 

The underdeveloped and overgrown areas of the waterfront serve as 
habitat areas for a small number of mammals such as rabbits, raccoons, 
skunks, gray squirrels, rats and mice. Over 265 species of birds have 
been observed in the Ogdensburg region, some native and other 
migratory. Shorebirds and waterfowl are the dominate species close to 
the river. Although the immediate waterfront area offers little 
suitable habitat for the numerous migratory birds which follow the Lake 
Ontario-St. Lawrence River flyway, open waters of the St. Lawrence 
upriver from the mouth of the Oswegatchie River do serve as waterfrowl 
wintering habitat. 

Endangered or threatened fish and wildlife species present or 
observed in the Ogdensburg area include the bald eagle (endangered), 
and lake sturgeon and the co_on tern ·(threatened). Lake sturgeon are 
found in Ogdensburg Bay and the other nearby river areas on occasion. •
The Bald Eagle has been noted during the winter in areas downstream of 
Ogdensburg. The common loon and the black tern are species of special 
concern. (See Appendix A for a detailed listing of fish and wildlife 
in the Ogdensburg coastal area and for definitions of the terms 
"endangered". "threatened". and "species of special concern". 

Analysis: Local efforts to protect fish and wildlife habitats 
should include monitoring future intensification of land use activities 
which may impact this resource. Dredging, industrial operations, 
redevelopment of the Ogdensburg dam, development of the heavy 
industrial park, and construction of the proposed county solid waste 
disposal facility are all activities which should be monitored for 
their impact on the City's fish and wildlife resources. 

Through theexp:msion and improvement of existing public access 
and recreational facilities and the encouragement of private marina 
development, the ci~y can promote increased use of their fish and 
wildlife resources. Although the St. Lawrence River ranks first among 
New York State waterways in total harvest of large-mouth bass, northern 
pike and muskellunge, it ranks only fourth in total angler-days fished. 
Notwithstanding consideration of habitat sensitivity, a serious 
limitation in attaining higher use of this resource is lack of public 
and private access facilities. The demand for use of this reeource • 
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• currently exists; but due to a lack of such facilities in Ogdensburg, 
boaters and fishermen go to other American and Canadian locations on 
the river. The cooperative efforts of municipal and county officials 
and private business operators to facilitate sport fishing in the river 
can enhance local tourism. 

E. Scenic Resources (Plates 3A and b). Ogdensburg's location at 
the confluence of the St. Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers provides a 
setting of natural scenic beauty associated with the spans of both 
rivers. However, much of Ogdensburg's waterfront is occupied by 
industrial, port, or state hospital facilities which limits scenic 
access to these resources. Over the past several years, the city has 
expanded and improved their "p;reenbelt" recreation area, and this area 
today provides the highest quality scenic access point in the city. 
The presence of several industrial and shipping related facilities on 
the Canadian side of the St. Lawrence River interrupt the natural 
scenic vistas of the river but nevertheless provide man-made points of 
interest for the viewer's eye. The Ogdensburg-Prescott International 
Bridge dominates the landscape at the eastern end of the coastal area. 

• 

Analysis: Although a great deal of Ogdensburg's waterfront is 
occupied for land uses that conflict with the scenic beauty of the 
area, potential exists for improved scenic quality in the coastal area. 
Areas that hold particular potential for improvement include the east 
and west banks of the Oswegatchie River shoreline and Lighthouse Point. 
These locations are currently marred by underutilized land uses and 
excessive vegetation growth which hampers visual access to these 
significant coastal features. Consequently, the scenic. resource 
policies correspond closely with the development policies (Policies 1 ­
6), in particular with Policy 1, Development of Deteriorated and 
Underutilized Areas • 

•
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• 
Phase II is intended to enable the Marine Terminsl to hsndle 

between 100,000 snd 300,000 tons of cargo annually. To attain this 
level the Port Authority would need to spend approximately $550,000 on 
additional storage space including an extension to the main storage 
building, a new transshipment shed, and other renovations; $1,650,000 
in additional material handling equipment including a larger crane, 
additional forklifts and front end loaders, a hopper/stacker, a mobile 
truck dumper/conveyer, and walls and dividers to separste bulk cargo 
storage; and $146,000 on utilities and other incidentals. The Phase II 
projects are premised on dry bulk cargo remaining the dominant cargo 
form handled at the port. 

Phase III is intended to allow the handling of 500,000 tons of 
cargo annually. This phase would include another berth extension, the 
acquisi tion of a whirly gantry crane. additional transit sheds and/or 
silos, inside conveyors, and other major material handling equipment 
items. 

The OBPA also operates the Ogdensburg-Prescott International 
Bridge. Bridge crossings in 1984 totaled 433,491, up from 426,548 in 
1983 and 384,276 in 1982. A toll increase was implemented in 1985, 
increasing automobile tolls from $1.50 to $2.00. 

• 
The light industry Commerce Park site contains approximately 100 

acres. The property is bounded on the north and east by the St. 
Lawrence Psychiatric Center, on the west by tbe Bridge Plaza and 
spproach road, and on the south by N.Y. Route 37. Development of 
Commerce Park began in 1975 by the OBPA and six buildings containing 
approximately 125,000 sq. ft. have been constructed. Utility systems 
including sewer and water lines and a storm drainage system bave been 
installed. The OBPA Co_erce Park Kaster Plan (1982), identifies a 
total of twenty lots available for development within the park. 

The heavy industrial park encompasses a 250 acre industrial park 
within an area of 550 developable acres. N.Y. Route 37 forms the 
northern border with Tibbits Creek on the east and the St. Lawrence 
Railroad line on the south. The site is serviced by municipal water, 
sewer and storm systems. The psrk currently has one occupant snd the 
proposed county solid wsste incinerator is planned on this site. The 
remainder of the screage is vscsnt snd covered by forest and forest 
brushlsnd. 

Following completion of the Foreign Trade Zone Feasibility Study 
(1983), the OBPA sublll1tted sn applicstion to scquire ststus as a 
Foreign Trade Zone. Final spproval of the Foreign Trsde Zone has been 
granted. A "floating" zone is proposed to ensble the OBPA to utilize 
the concept to best suit tbeir purposes. 

• 
The St. Lawrence Psychistric Center is operated by the NYS 

Depsrtment of Kental Hygiene. The Center's twenty major buildings 
cover 515 acres. The hospitsl serves a six county area and services 
560 inpatients snd around 1300 outpstients. With over 1,000 employees, 
tbe Center is by far the city's largest employer. As a result of 
expan.ion of the adjacent Ogdensburg Correctional Facility, the 
Psychiatric Center bas rece1ved funding for renovation to several of 
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Between May 30 and September 18. 1984. 396 boats docked at the 
dty marina. an increase of 45 boats from 1983. Of these 396. 
approximately 45% were owned by city residents. About 150 of these 
boats docked at the city for at least two days. These figures do not 
include the 17 slips rented on a seasonal basis. 1984 fees for 
overnight hook-ups were $5.00 with power and $4.00 without. 

Library Park is across Washington Street from Morissette Park and 
provides a 2.8 acre extension of the Greenbelt recreational area. This 
park is part of the Library Park Historic District and contains the 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument erected in 1905. No picnicking is 
allowed on the grounds. 

The east bank of the Oswegatchie River shoreline from the Lake 
Street bridge to the Crescent Street Water Works is also a part of the 
network of parcels along the river which is used for recreational 
purposes. The site currently contains a dirt pathway along the 
shorelin~, fishing access. and a stairway from Cresent Street down the 
fifty foot high river bank. A stand of mature trees lines the 
riverbank providing a point of scenic interest. The city haa 
intentions to improve this area in a manner aimilar to the Greenbelt 
Park. 

• 
The city also operates a beach on the OBPA grounds nesr the 

entrance to the international bridge. The two acre site. leased for 
$1. 00 per year from the OBPA. contains a 200 foot beach, picnic and 
playground and restroom facilities. a beach house. and a concession 
stand. Parking is shared with the OBPA office lot. The beach is used 
mainly by residents of Ogdensburg and surrounding towns. A recreation 
program provides bus service for city children in the summer. 

Analysis: Tourism and recreational activities have become a vital 
component of the City's economic development. As such, further 
development of both public and private facilities. in balance with 
appropriate protection of natural resources. will enhance further 
economic growth. The majority of the city's water-dependent 
recreational facilities are publicly owned and operated. The city owns 
the only marina on the St. Lawrence River within the dty limits. 
This. plus one privately owned marina on the Oswegatchie River. prOVide 
the only docking facilities in the city. The approximately 125 berths 
they provide is not adequare to meet demand. Ogdenaburg's lack of 
boating facilities has constricted growth of this segment of the 
tourism market. The feasibility of additional public and private 
dockage should be studied. Locations such as the area between the 
grain elevator and the port terminal could provide a possible harbor 
area. Additional cOllDDercial marinas and improvements at existing 
marina's such as Robby's Marina and Ward's Marina (now used for private 
use only) should be encouraged. 

• 
A large share of Ogdensburg's waterfront is excludad from public 

access due to existing residential. commercial and industrial 
development. However. over the last decade. the city has invested 
considerable effort in expanding public access to the waterfront by 
developing a linear recreational area on the St. Lawrance snd 
Oswegatchie River shorelines. The existing publiC access and 
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recreational activities are very attractive but inadequate to meet 
demand from local residents and a growing tourist population. The 
underutilized state of key waterfront areas auch as Lighthouse Point 
and the west bank of the Oswegatchie River provide great potential for 
increased coastal public access. Development of these areas would 
relieve the congestion that currently exists during the summer months 
in the Greenbelt area. 

The St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center controls a large portion of 
the waterfront area. Due to the nature of the complex and the concern 
for the safety of the patients, public use of the grounds is not 
encouraged. Vehicles and pedestrians are allowed to use the grounds 
for scenic viewing, bicycling and jogging. Organized community groups 
may use the picnic area and baseball field by reservation with the 
Center's Rehabilitation Department, but the staff reserves the right to 
choose the groups they allow in. Public SWimming at their beach is not 
allowed. 

The OBPA permits public access along Chimney Point Road in the 
light industrial park. The Commerce Park Master Plan recommendation to 
develop a jogging trail/exercise course around the perimeter of the 
park property should be pursued. As funding allows, development of the 
grassy area between the bridge approach road and Chimney Point Drive 
should also be carried out. The Master Plan's suggestion of several 
par 3 golf greens is a possibility. 

2. Semi-public Facilities •Semi-public facilities within the coastal area include one church, 
the Ogdensburg volunteer rescue squad building, the Chamber of Commerce 
office and property owned by the Diocese of Ogdensburg (residence and 
offices). Two significant community facilities include the Ogdensburg 
Public Library at 312 Washington Street and the Remington Art Museum at 
Washington and State Streets. The Remington Art Museum houses a 
collection of oil paintings, sketches, bronzes, letters, books and 
furniture of Frederic Remington (1861 - 1909). Opened in 1923, the 
museum includes the largest single collection of Remington's paintings 
and drawings and 14 of the 22 subjec ts he cast in bronze. This 
facility serves as Ogdensburg's single largest tourist attraction. 

Analysis: Ogdensburg's semi-public facilities cover the usual 
range of such uses. The majority of such facilities however lie 
outside the coastal area. Two exceptional semi-public facilities are 
the Ogdensburg Library and the Remington Art Museum. Both are housed 
in outstanding historical and architecturally significant structures 
and both contain impressive collections. The Remington Museum contains 
one of the finest collections of Remington works in ths country and 
should become a museum of national importanee. 

•
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EXISTING FACILITIES 

PORT OF OGDENSBURG 

BUILDINGS 

16,000 sq. ft. metal storage building 

15,000 sq. ft. metal storage building 

Truck scale 

20,000 sq. ft. metal storage building, 
currently leased out 

8,000 sq. ft. metal/concrete biock 
building, not currently used 

12,000 sq. ft. metal building 

480 sq. ft. mobile home, and old 
railroad station, not used 

500,000 bu. grain elevator, 
currently being renovated 

26,400 sq. ft. metal building at 
grain elevator, leased out 

ACCESS 

Two lane paved road
 

Direct rail access
 

Two pjp~lines to tank farm 

PLATE 5 

OUTDOOR STORAGE 

60,000 sq. ft. paved 

69,000 sq. ft. unpaved 

90,000 sq. ft, paved 

80,000 sq. ft. unpaved 

90,000 sq. ft. unpaved 

43,000 sq. ft. unpaved 

MOBILE EQUIPMENT 

One portable stacking conveyor 
Two front end loaders 
Five forklifts 

One portable loading ramp 

WHARF AND CHANNEL 

Channel authorized 19 ft., 
nominally 27 ft. 

Wharf 582 ft. 

One vessel berth 
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• B. . Commercial Facilities. A large portion of Ogdensburg's 
downtown commercial district is located in, or immediately adjacent to 
the coastal area. The main intersection at Ford and State Street. is 
the hub of the business district and provides access to City Hall, 
offices. banks, and retail shops. Ford Street. which once bissected 
the area now encompassed by the Charlestown Ogdensburg Factory Outlet 
Center. is closed to traffic for a two-block area and provides the main 
pedestrian entrance to the mall. A one-way traffic pattern funnels 
traffic around the mall. The Charlestown Mall was constructed in the 
early 1970's as part of an extensive urban renewal project. The mall 
remained lsrgely vacant for several years until the most recent 
purchase by a private firm and opening in October. 1983, as a factory 
outlet center. The 100,000 sq. ft. msll now contRins 22 stores and is 
95% occupied. The mall is operated by professional management and 
maintenance staff and provides part-time and full-time employment for 
125 people. Several community activities are scheduled in the mall 
throughout the year. 

Ford Street is zoned for general business to the intersection of 
Green Street in the eastern part of the city. Commercial enterprises 
intermix with residential uses along this entire section of the street. 

• 
Since the closure of the Lake Street bridge, the number of 

commercial establishments in the western section of the city has 
declined. One furniture store. two restaurants. one tavern, one food 
store/gas station. one auto repair shop, a besuty shop. and a 
commercial print shop constitute the main businesaes. A few 
miscellaneous businesses mixed in with predOminately residential uses 
are located along Main Street. 

Most of the businesses in the coastal area are open year-around 
and serve residents and others who live in the area. With the opening 
of the Charlestown Mall. a new emphasis was put on marketing the mall 
as a regional shopping outlet to attract out-of-towners and Canadians. 

The Oswegatchie River contains one private marina with 80 slips, 
fuel and boat sales. service and storage. No pUlDpout facilities are 
available at this marina. The height limit of the Lake Street bridge 
and low sUDll!lertime water levels restrict further marine expansion on 
the Oswegatchie River. A small marina on the St. Lawrence contains IS­
20 slips. The marina has not been open to the public for the last two 
years and has reverted to private use. 

There are no motels or tourist accommodations within the coastal 
area. Four motels within or just outside the city limits serve 
travelers to the Ogdensburg area. 

Analysis: Commercial activity. being tied to the state of the 
general economy. has been rather stagnant in Ogdensburg in the past few 
years. as in much of northern New York. A IS% decline in population 
over the last decade and a county unemployment rate be~een 9 and 14 

• 
percent has also contributed to slav commercial growth. Failure of the 
Ogdensburg Mall to attract or keep tenants was indicative of this 
trend. However, since the opening of the Cbarlestown-ogdenaburg 
Factory Outlet Center in October. 1983. the commercial climate has 

-49­



 



• 
It is to the credit of the cOllllllunity that they have been able to 
attract new owners aad keep the plant a viable entity in their 
cOIIIIIIUUity. 

Empty oil tanks and pipelines stand as a reminder of the city's 
f01"lll8r use as a liquid petroleum terminal. The Mobil Dil tank fa= is 
for sale. The Augsbury Oil Corp. has undergode Chapter 11 proceedings 
and has divested most of its holdings. However, the recent demolition 
of all the former Augsbury oil tanks has opened up a large piece of 
waterfront property. providing several opportunities for future 
development of this site. 

Ogdensburg community leaders and the OBPA recognized several years 
ago that light industrial firms were a preferred alternative and have 
successfully pursued this route. Although S01ll8 of the firms have 
experienced periodic lay-offs. they have provided a fairly steady job 
market which should continue, if not expand. in the future. 

• 

D. Housing Stock. 1980 Census data listed a total of 4,407 
housing units for the city. Sixty-four percent of those classified as 
occupied were lived in by home owners; 36 percent by renters. The 
city's vacancy rate equalled 2.28 percent and well under One percent of 
all occupied units were classified for seasonal use. Although only a 
small percentage of the city's housing stock is located in the coastal 
area (roughly one-tenth), these figures generally hold true for housing 
in this area with one exception. A larger proportion of rental units 
are located in the coastal area than in the city as a whole due to the 
nUlllber of mixed commercial/residential structures in the commercial 
sections of the coastal area and two senior citizen towers containing 
210 units. The remainder of the housing stock in the coastal area 
consists largely of single family homes. 

On the west side of the Oswegatchie River. Lake and Mill Streets 
contain a group of modest vernacular structures which have been 
targeted for attention in the city's housing program. Following 
demolition, necessary for construction of the new arterial. small 
isolated pockets or strips of homes remain on Main, COVington, Pearl 
aad Monroe Streets. Most of the city's substantial large homes are 
located on the east side of the Oswsgathc1e River. Several of the 
older homes have been subdivided into apartments and a few of these lie 
at the waterfront ends of Franklin, Elizabeth. Hamilton and Paterson 
Streets. Both sides of Proctor Avenue are lined with large, single 
fSlllily homes. 

• 

Anabsis: Although population has declined sharply since 1950, 
the housing market in Ogdensburg remains tight. Hew household 
formation, characterized by single persons (unmarrried, divorced or 
widowed) and smaller families (often with only one parent present), 
plus the growing proportion of elderly households have substantially 
1Dcreased the demand for housing units while the supply has increased 
only Slightly. Whereas the 1970 census reported a vacancy rate of 7.0 
percent, the 1980 rate was only 2.28 percent. Also, little new housing 

-51­



has been constructed in the city while the older housing stock 
continues in IIUlny cases to deteriorate. The City Office of 
Rehabilitation and Development has begun to make noticeable 
illlJlrovements within targeted areas but much work remains to be done. •
Housing rehabilitation and associated public improvement should 
continue through investments of community development grants and city 
fuuds. In addition. a reassesSlllent of zoning in areas that now contain 
a confusing nUx of residential and c01llllercial uses may be helpful in 
preserving the integrity of housing stock that remains. Ford. State 
aud Main Streets have all experienced serious inroads on their 
residential uses by commercial enterprises. 

E. Historic and Archaeological Resources (Plates 12a and 12b). The 
City of Ogdensburg as a whole retains only a modest portion of the 
architectural and visual integrity once present during its heyday in 
the early 20th century. Heavy urban renewal clearance in the early 
1970's removed many of the ~owntown commercial buildings replacing them 
with a one-story enclosed mall. The majority of Ogdensburg's 
historically and architecturally significant structures are large 
individually important structures scattered throughout the city. 
Several of these structures are located within the coastal area. Those 
listed on the National and State Registers of Historic Places are 
described below: 

U.S. Customshouse .127 N. Water Street. Built in 1809 - 10 as a 
store and warehouse for David Parish. this massive limestone structure 
has been designated by the General Service Administration as the oldest 
federal government building presently in use in the U.S. Listed on the 
National Register in 1974. •

New York State Armory (The Arsenal). 100 Lafayette Street. This 
limestone building was constructed in 1858 by New York State for use as 
an armory. It currently houses offices. Listed on the National 
Register in 1976. 

U.S. Post Office. 431 State Street. This imposing stone building 
is an important example of civic architecture constructed in northem 
New York in the nineteenth century. Built between 1867 and 1870 to 
house federal postal. customs. and court facilities. the bUilding still 
serves as a post office and retains many of its original interior 
features. Listed on the National Register in 1977. 

Library Park Historic District. 303-323 Washington Street. 
100-112 Caroline Street. and Library Park. The Library Park Historic 
District is cOlllJlosed of seven architecturally or historically 
significant structures. a park. and a war ....morial monument. It is 
primarily a 19th century district occupying a section of land 
immediately adjacent to the St. Lawrence River which was of paramount 
importance in the settlement and development of the city. The seven 
buildings and sites listed on the National Register in 1982 i~lude: 

The Remington Art MUseum (303 Washington Street) 1809 - 1810. 
Dillingham Residence (311 Washington Street) 1883 - 1885. 
Ogdensburg Public Library (312 Washington Street) 1810. • 

-52­



• 
Reconstructed in 1888, remodeled in 19Z1. 

Newell Residence (3Z3 Washington Street) 1888 • 
Remodeled in 1931. 

Augsbury Residence (llZ Caroline Street) 1891. 
Houston Residence (108 Caroline Street) 1880. 
Wheaton Residence (100 Caroline Street) 1880. 
Library Park (Bounded by Washington, Caroline, Riverside 

and State Streets). Originally laid out in 1903. 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument (Library Park). Civil War 

monument erected in 1905. 

Acker and Evans Law Office. 315 State Street. Constructed in 
1850, this small stone etructure originally served as a Railway Express 
agency office and today remains in use as office space. Listed on the 
National Register in 198Z. 

St. Lawrence Psvchiatric Center. The central core of the grounds 
of the psychiatric center contains the majority of the original 
structures built between the 1880's and 19Z0's. The Ogdensubrg 
Correctional Facility is also located in buildings considered to be 
within this core of historic structures. Although this complex is not 
listed on the State or National Register of Historic Places, it has 
been determined eligible for listing by the New York State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

• 
Other historically, architecturally or archaeologically 

significant sites not listed on the State or National Registers but 
worthy of note include the following: 

Ogdensburg Lighthouse. Lighthouse (Van Rensselaer) Point. 1835. 
Renovated 1867 - 1870. This 65 foot stone lighthouse once guarded 
the St. Lawrence River shores and is now used as· a private 
residence. 

Site of Fort LaPresentation. Lighthouse Point. The original 
French fort at this site was built in 1749 by Abbey Francois 
Picquet and destroyed in 1760 as the British advanced and captured 
the city. The new Fort Oswegatchie erected on the same site was 
occupied by the British from 1760 until 1796. The exact location 
of these fortifications is unknown. 

Oswegatchie Pumphouse. One Mechanic Street. Located adjacent to 
the Ogdensburg dam on the Oswegatchie River, this stone structure 
was erected in 1868 and served the city during the time when the 
water supply was derived from the Oswegatchie River. The dam vas 
constructed in 1910. 

Monuments 

Curtis Monument. Cresent Street, behind Post Office. Statue of 
Civil War General Newton Martin Curtis. Dedicated October, 1913 • 

•
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Ford Tomb. Northwest of the Lafayette-Spring Street Bridge • 
Quarter-acre site facing Lake Street and the Oswegatchie River 
between N.Y. Central Railroad tracks and Lincoln Avenue. Contains 
the Ford family burial vault including Nathan Ford, founder of •
Ogdensburg. Monument erected over entrance to the vault in 1907. 

Morissette Monument. Morissette Park. 1934. Named after former
 
mayor Ralph J. Morissette.
 

Soldiers and Sailor Monument. Library Park. Dedicated in 1905 to
 
soldiers of the Civil War (located in Library Park historic
 
district) •
 

Analys is: Much of Ogdensburg' s his toric and architectural 
resources have been demolished over the years. particularly in the 
downtown commercial core where the continuity of the nineteenth-century 
structures was broken up by a massive urban renewal project. In 
addition, the continued viability of the nineteenth-century commercial 
buildings on the west side of the city has been threatened by the 
construction of the new arterial and the closure of the Lake Street 
Bridge. Because of this. the coastal area has little potential for 
additional National Register historic districts, although individual 
listings may be possible. However. many of the fine early residential 
structures remain. as well as several individual buildings of 
1mportance to the history of the city and the region. The city should 
make every effort to protect and encourage revitalization of these 
structures to insure their continued contribution to the city's • 
heritage. 

The NYS Archaeological Site Locator Map indicates seven. one-half 
mile diameter sites in or adjacent to the Ogdensburg coastal area as 
possible prehistoric sites with sensitive archaeological resources. 
Four of these areas are located at Lighthouse Point. and along the St. 
Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers; one is in the central part of the 
city. straddling NY Route 37: and two are at the eastern end of the 
city along Tibbits Creek. Such sites might include encampment and 
fortification artifacts from Indians who fished or settled in the area. 
Lighthouse Point contains the remains of eighteenth century French 
fortifications. 

F. Infrastructure. Water supply for the city is pumped froo the 
St. Lawrence River via an intake located at the end of Monroe Street 
near the western corporate boundary. The water filtration plant is 
located outside the coastal area at Jefferson Avenue and Ogden Streets. 
Three storage facilities. also outside the coastal area. supply a 2.5 
million gallon water reserve. 

The city 18 currently implementinll; a $1.1 million project to 
expand the capacity of the water treatment plant. Capacity rill 
increase from 2.7 to 3.6 million gallons per day through the 
installation of two diatomaceous earth filters. Project completion 
data is scheduled for July 1985. The city is also going to bid in 
April. 1985 for a $800.000 project to construct a reinforcement loop ~ 



 



The Ogdensburg Airport is a commercisl airport served by scheduled 
csrtified air carriers. It has one paved runway 5.200 feet in length. 

Analysis: The city's water system has proved inadequate in the •
past causing summer water emergencies for the last several years. With 
tbe cOlllpletion of the two projects previously described. the water 
system will be adequate to support foreseeable development throughout 
tbe city. With the exception of the combined storm and sanitary 
system. the sewer system is adequate to accommodate any foreseeable 
development in the coastal area. The city has an ongoing program to 
separate storm and sanitary lines as needed and as funding allows but. 
due to financial constraints, there are no plans to install separate 
systems. The city should monitor the overflow situation closely and 
continue their ongoing program to separate storm and sanitary lines as 
needed and as funding allows but. due to financial constraints. there 
are no plans to install separate systems. The city should 1IIOnitor the 
overflow situation closely and continue their ongoing program to 
separate the lines. 

A 1969 NYS Department of Transportation thoroughfare system 
inventory found that over 75 percent of Ogdensburg's major and 
collector roads had pavement widths under twenty-six feet; i.e. capable 
of supporting only two-lane movements. This presents a constraint on 
port-related activities. particularly in light of the general decrease 
in use of rail facilities serving the port and the increased emphasis 
on truck. transport. If Phase II and/or Phase III of the Ogdensburg 
Port Master Plan come to fruition. it may be necessary to rebuild 
Paterson Street or seek. an alternative transportation route to the 
port. •
III. CURRENT LAND &WATER USES 

A. Current Land Uses 

Plate 9 indicates land and water uses on a detailed seale. Nine 
main categories of land uses are identified. along with several 
sub-divisions within the main categories. Land and water uses for the 
coastal area are described in broader terms below. The most 
predominant land use types are listed first. in descending order of 
occurrence. 

Public and Semi-Public. The largest share of the coastal area is 
occupied by public or semi-public entities at all levels of government. 
The Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority and the St. Lawrence 
Psychiatric Center are the two largest land owners in the city and most 
of their property lies within the coastal boundary. The OBPA land is 
utilized for Sl!veral land and water use activities including rail. 
truck. and water transport and light and heavy industry. Other large 
tracts of public land include the city's Greenbelt Park. and Oswegatchie 
Iliver shoreline holdings. and the sewage treatment plant. The St. 
Lawrence County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) currently holds 
title to most of Lighthouse Point. a prominent piece of land on the 
..stern side of the Oswegatchie River. • 
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• 
Residential. Residential land uses occupy a large portion of the 

coastal area, most predominantly in the Proctor Avenue area and along 
Washington and Ford Streets. Residential clusters occur on the west 
side of the Oswegatchie along Lake and Mill Streets, Main Street and 
Covington Street. 

Industrial. Several industrial uses are located within the 
coastal area and have previously been described. The largest grouping 
includes the Ponderosa Fibres and Standard Shade and Roller plants on 
the western side of town, plus the nearby Mobil Oil Corp. facilities. 
The Newell Manufacturing Plant on Paterson Street and the now vacant 
Augsbury Oil tank farm lie in the central section of the city. The 
light and heavy industrial parks. while classified as public due to 
their ownership by the OBPA, also contain industrial uses. 

Commercial. Commercial uses are concentrated at the Ogdensburg 
Kall and the Lake Street and Main Street areas. Several other 
scattered parcels contain commercial or mixed uses, most notably along 
Ford and State Streets. 

• 

Forest/Forest Brushland. While most of the coastal area is 
developed, there are sections which contain forest and forest/brushland 
vegetative COver and small scattered wetlands. Lighthouse Point and 
the west bank of the Oswegatchie River contain excessive growth. On 
the east side of the city, heavy vegetative growth is evident on the 
Port Authority property just east of the grain elevator, at the St. 
Lawrence Psychiatric Center. and on tracts of land north and south of 
Route 37 near the heavy industrial park • 

There are no agricultural land uses in the coastal area • 

•
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• B. Current Water Uses 

The Oswegatchie River and the Ogdensburg section of the St. 
Lawrence River support a number of water uses. Six principal 
categories of water uses are shown on Plate 9. They include fishing, 
boating, mooring and dockage in both rivers and navigational aids and 
submerged infrastructure in the St. Lawrence River. 

IV. IMPORTANT ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 

The city's economic base is centered primarily in the 
manufacturing. health services, and retail sectors. The 1980 census 
figures for the Town of Oswegatchie indicate that 20.4 percent of 
employed persons over the age of sixteen were employed in the 
manufacture of durable and nondurable goods. Large manufactures 
located in the coastal area were listed previously. Of the town's 
employed persons, 19.9 percent work in the health industy, reprp.sented 
mainly by employees at the Psychiatric Center and the city hospital. 
The retail sector comprised 14.4 percent of the town's total 
emplo}'1llent, while education accounted for 11 percent and agriculture, 
forest. fish and mining jobs represented 9.8 percent. The educational 
employment consists of not only public and parochial schools, but also 
Kater Dei College and Wadhams Hall College. 

• 
Private sector emplo}'1llent in the town represented almost 60 

percent of all employment, while 13 percent of all workers were self­
employed. With over 1,000 employees at the Psychiatric Center, State 
government employees represented nearly 17 percent of the total 
employment sector, while 7.6 percent were attribucable to local 
government. With nearly 25 percent of all employment in State or local 
government, security of these employers is essential to the city's 
economic base. This percentaRe is composed of employees from the St. 
Lawrence Psychiatric Center, Ogdensburg Correctional Facility. 
Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority and the city government. 

The city operatea the Ogdensburg Growth Fund Development 
Corporation to provide low interest loans for small businesses to start 
up, expand, renovate or buy new equipment. The Growth Fund is a local 
development corporation set up by the city with repayments made on 
Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG) loans. Generally. the funds will 
put up $1.00 for every $2.50 in private funds. Currently the 
Ogdensburg Growth Fund totals nearly $375,000. The city has also 
actively pursued outside grant sources to supplement its Reneral 
revenues. Several Community Development Block Grants and Urban 
Development Action Grants have been received and used for a variety of 
programs including housing rehabilitation, water and sewer 
improvements, and downtown capital improvements. 

• 
Since 1975. the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority and the city 

government have conducted a marketing campaign to acquire tenants for 
Commerce Park. To date, the park has six bUildings. and five Canadian 
tenants. DesiROation as a foreign trade zone should help entice 
additional firms to the Ogdensburg area • 
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Special community events also contribute to the area economy and 
aerve not only residents but tourists as well. Annual events such as 
the Seaway Festival, Octoberfest. Ogdensburg Expo., and Winterfest 
attract hundreds of people for several days of the year. Other events •auch as fishing derbies. Remington Museum exhibits, and other community 
activities contribute to municipal revenues. 

V. SIGNIFICANT COASTAL RESOURCES & CONDITIONS 

A. Deteriorated and Underutilized Waterfront Areas 

The inventory of Ogdensburg's coastal area revealed several 
underutilized, abandoned. and deteriorated land and water resources. A 
decrease in industrial and commercial activity, coupled with fewer 
employment opportunities and a 30 percent decline in population since 
1960, have contributed to the current coastal land use conditions, 
making this a significant coastal issue. 

Initial analysis indicates the following deteriorated and/or 
underutilized areas within the coastal boundary (described from east to 
west). These areas are mapped on Plate 10. Areas not described below 
as deteriorated and/or underutilized were considered to have stable 
land use conditions. 

1. Former Augsbury Corporation 011 tank farm: The Augsbury 
Corporation operated a petroleum dock and 011 tank farm at this site 
until late 1982 when.they filed for protection under Chapter 11 of the 
federal bankruptcy laws. The oil tanks have been removed and the 
property is currently in the process of being sold to new owners. The •Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority has expressed a concern that 
future use of this parcel not preclude potent ial port-related uses. 
They have requested the property retain its current 
Commercial/Industrial zoning classification. 

2. Waterfront parcel east of Morissette Park between Caroline and 
Franklin Street (former Randall property): The city recently purchased 
this parcel and cleared and cleaned up the lot with funding partially 
provided through NYS Division of Housing and CODDDunity Renewal. The 
property has been divided into two lots. The waterfront "half" has 
been designated as "parkland" and will remain in city ownership in 
accord with funding stipulations. Further improvements for public 
recreational use would tie thiS parcel in with Morissette Park. The 
city intends to sell the inland lot, containing approximately 28,000 
aq. feet., for possible residential or commercial development. 

3. Vacant downtown block at Riverside Avenue, Isabella and Washington 
Streets (Shurtleff block): This 2.6 acre block is the only vacant 
urban renewal parcel remaining the downtown business area. While there 
are no development prospects for this lot at this time, the site, now 
maintained as a green space, is available for c~rcial development. 

4. East bank of Oswegatchie River from twin bridges south to 
Ogdensburg dam: Owned by the city, the riverfront ~diately below 
the twin bridges was improved for recreational uae at the time the • 
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• bridges were constructed. The area between Green Street and the dam 
is currently used as a recreational area. The natural beauty of this 
area lends itself to recreational opportunities such as scenic pathways 
for jogging, bicycling. walking and fishing. but due to a steep 
riverbank and man-made obstruction, public access is limited. 
Improvements to the existing stairway and construction of a paved 
pathway near the Lake Street bridge will greatly enhance public access 
to this recreational site. 

5. West bank of Oswegatchie River from the arterial south to the 
Spring Street bridge, bounded by Lake Street. Main Street and the 
Oswegatchie River: This large land area contains a mixture of land 
uses and conditions including residential areas, a marina and what was 
formerly the commercial hub of the western section of the city. This 
area was severely impacted by the construction of the new arterial and 
the closure of the Lake Street bridge to vehicular traffic. Closure of 
the Rensselaer Avenue Bridge due to structural problems has further 
cons tricted the flow of traffic in this area. As a result of these 
actions and past neglect of residential housing stock in this area, 
this section contains the largest concentration of deteriorated and 
underutilized land uses in the city. 

• 
Several opportunities exist in this area for public and private 

developl'1ent including recreational use of the river shoreline in a 
manner similar to the ea.st bank, reuse of abandoned commercial 
structures for both commercial and residential uses, rehabilitation of 
residential buildings, and renovation of the Lake Street Bridge and 
environs to create an aesthe~ically pleasing, pedestrian recreational 
area. 

6. Lake Street Bridge: Formerly the main vehicular bridge over the 
Oswegatchie River, the Lake Street Bridge is now closed to traffic but 
prOVides a major pedestrian route to the Ogdensburg Mall and business 
district. The bridge is unsightly and unnecessarily large for 
pedestrian use but the expense of relocating the utility lines crossing 
the bridge precludes its removal. Additional streetscape improvements 
inclUding benches, landscaping, and lighting will help soften the 
bridge's visual impact and create a linkage between the existing (east) 
and proposed (west) shoreline pathways. 

7. Crescent Street water works and Ogdensburg dam: The former 
Crescent Street water works facility has been abandoned for a number of 
years. The Ogdensburg dam, dating from 1910, is a potential source of 
hydroelectric power and the city is currently studying this 
possibility. Now used as a popular fishing spot, the reuse of this 
facility should be coordinated with the design and development of 
recreational facilities along the banks of the Oswegatchie River. 

• 
8. Lighthouse Point: Lighthouse Point covers approximately 
thirty-eight acres of waterfront property at the confluence of the St. 
Lawrence and Oswegatchie Rivers. The St. Lawrence County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) owns the majority of the point with three 
private landowners holding the balance. The IDA land, including a 
vacant railroad depot and the site of Fort LaPresentation, is 
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currently for sale for approximately $250,000 - $300,000. The 
recreational, scenic and historic resources present at this site 
provide several challenges and development opportunities for the city. 
The city is currently participating in a feasibility study to assess •
the possibility of constructing a St. Lawrence River aquarium at this 
site. 

9. Mobil Tank Farm: Located adjacent to Lighthouse Point, this tank 
farm has been underutilized for the last several years. Most recently 
the oil tanks have been removed and the parcel is currently for sale. 

B. Water Dependent 

Due to topography, urban renewal clearance and existing 
recreational open space along the waterfront, the city has a rather 
"open" feeling along certain sections of its shoreline. However, there 
1& a finite amount of waterfront space suitable for development 
purposes and certain areas are more suitable for water dependent and 
water enhanced us.s than others. The LWRP will identify these areas 
and put forth mechanisms to encourage and regulate such uses in these 
areas. Preliminary analysis indicates the following locations are best 
suited for expansion or new development of these USes. All areas 
listed below are proposed as water dependent, except where water 
enhanced uses are noted (see Plates lla and b). 

Port of Ogdensburg: Port facilities; water, rail and truck 
transport. 

Former Augsbury Corporation oil tank farm. Due to the fact 
that this parcel is currently in the process of being sold to •new owners under bankruptcy proceedings, definite selection 
of a proposed uae or water dependent designation is 
difficult. However, because of the parcel's prime 
waterfront location, strong consideration for water dependent 
and, at the least, water enhanced use(s) should be given. 

Randall property shoreline parcel: Recreational use.
 
Inland parcel: water enhanced use.
 

East bank of Oswegatchie River. Recreational use. 

Ogdensburg dam. Redevelopment and generation of 
hydroelectric power. 

West bank of Oswegatchie River. The section adjacent to the 
Ogdensburg dam should be reserved for water dependent uses, 
:in light of the proposed redevelopment of the dam for 
hydroelectric power. The riverbank, from the dam area to 
the Lake Street Bridge including the existing marina, 
should be developed, in concert with the proposed 
hydroelectric project, for water dependent recreational 
uses. The remainder of this area is a mix of c01lllllercial 
and residential uses and is not designated for water 
dependent or water enhanced uses. 

Lighthouse Point. Commercial and recreational use(s). • 
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• 
Mobil Tank Farm: The oil tanks have recently been removed 
and the parcel is for sale. Like the former Augsbury 
Corporation oil tank farm, the Mobil tank farm property bas a 
prime waterfront location, and strong consideration for water 
dependent and, at least water enhanced use(s) should be 
given. 

Ponderosa Fibres Plant: Industrial use. 

C. Inventory and Analysis Summary 

Through the the inventory and analysis of Ogdensburg's coastal 
area six coastal resources and issues were selected as most significant 
to the city: development, fish and wildlife, public access, 
recreational, scenic quality, and water resources. Within these 
categories, several development constraints and other area~ of concern 
were identified. Several of these development constraints are mapped 
on Plates 10, 11, and 12. 

• 

OgdensburR's coastal area contains a mix of industrial, commercial 
and residential land uses. The city's industrial heritage, while 
suffering from two decades of decline, has stabilized, and recent 
efforts to attract and keep industrial firms have succeeded. The Port 
of Ogden~burg is currently in the first phase of a large capital 
construction project and expectations for future use and development of 
the port are optimistic. Compatibility of these uses and activities 
with the coastal area's commercial, residential and recreational uses 
is a major concern. With almost one quarter of the shoreline in public 
ownership, significant opportunities exist for waterfront enhancement 
and public access. The city must balance the industrial and port 
activities with the need for public access and recreation and 
protection of scenic, historic, and fish and wildlife resources • 

•
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Areas 

PREPARED BY lltE ST. L4W1lEHCE-~ERIl OIlTAIUO COMMISSION
 
LOCAl. IOV£IlNMEIIT ASSISTANCE PIlOIIlAM
 

Scale 
1" .. approxiIz:ate1y 1000'~ 

LEGEND 

1.	 Former Augsbury Oil tank 
farm 

2. Randall property 
3. Shurtleff block 
4. Oswegatchie River; east bank 
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6. Lake Street Bridge
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• 
FOOTNOTES 

(SECTION TWO) 

FN 1 - Class A waters are suitable as a source of water supply for 
drinking, culinary or food processing purposes and any other usages 
with treatment. Class B waters are suitable for primary contact 
recreation and any other uses except as a source of water supply for 
drinking, culinary or food processing purposes. Class C waters are 
suitable for fishing and all other uses except as a source of water 
supply for drinking, culinary or food processing purposes and primary 
contact recreation. Class D waters are suitable for secondary contact 
recreation, but due to such natural conditions as intermittence of 
flow, water conditions not conducive to propagation of game fish, or 
streambed conditions, the waters will not support the propagation of 
fish . 
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