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TO: New York State Cemetery Board 
 
FROM: Brendon Stanton, Investigator 
 
SUBJECT: New Paltz Rural Cemetery Association, #56-022 
 
RE: Application for Approval of Land Easement 
 
DATE: February 16, 2021 
 
 
Exhibits 
 

a) Easement agreement between New Paltz Rural Cemetery Association and Ulster 
County 

b) Memorandum of agreement between New Paltz Rural Cemetery Association and 
Ulster County 

 
Introduction 
 
 The New Paltz Rural Cemetery Association of the town of New Paltz, Ulster County, has 
applied for Cemetery Board approval to enter into an easement with Ulster County for the 
purpose of establishing a veterans’ cemetery within New Paltz Rural Cemetery.  The cemetery 
and Ulster County have previously entered into an agreement for a smaller veterans’ section.  
This section is beginning to reach its capacity, and therefore Ulster County is interested in 
creating a larger space to meet their needs.  Ulster County will require bonds to fund the 
improvements they have planned for this area, and a requirement of obtaining bonds is to enter 
into a formal easement. 
 The overall project consists of four portions that will require Cemetery Board approval.  
They are: the easement agreement; a proposed columbarium; the proposed building; and, the 
proposed entrance and roadways.  At this time, we have received application only for the 
easement. 
 I present this application without recommendation. 
 
The Cemetery 
 
 New Paltz Rural Cemetery is a 32-acre cemetery located in the town of New Paltz, just 
south of the village of New Paltz.  The cemetery is active, with 47 burials in 2019, the last 
reported year available.  According to the cemetery’s trustees, a substantial portion of these 
burials are veterans, whose lots and interments are paid for by Ulster County. 
  



 
 

 
 In 2008, the cemetery and Ulster County entered into an agreement to create a small 
veterans section.  All Ulster County veterans and their spouses are eligible to be buried in this 
section, with the graves and interment fees paid by Ulster County at the cemetery’s current 
rates.  The section is nearing capacity, which, combined with increased demand for the service,   
 
 
has led the county to propose this agreement to create a veterans cemetery within New Paltz 
Rural Cemetery. 
 
 
The Veterans’ Cemetery 
 
 Ulster County intends to construct a new veterans’ cemetery that will be somewhat 
autonomous from New Paltz Rural Cemetery.  The county intends to construct a new entrance, 
several roadways, a pavilion, and a columbarium.  This area will be located on empty land to the 
north of the existing cemetery.  Any construction would have a minimal impact on the existing 
cemetery, especially considering the new entrance. 
 
The Agreement 
 
 The agreement between New Paltz Rural Cemetery and Ulster County consists primarily 
of a proposed easement that would allow the county to construct and operate a veterans’ 
cemetery on land owned by the New Paltz Rural Cemetery Association.  New Paltz Rural 
Cemetery would receive no consideration for this easement.  However, they would be paid by 
the county for each grave.  Additionally, they would perform the interments in this section and 
collect their approved service charge.  The agreement stipulates that the county would cut the 
grass and perform all maintenance with the exception of snow removal, for which the cemetery 
association would be responsible. 
 The agreement allows the county to construct the above mentioned improvements.  It is 
the Division’s understanding that each of these items would require separate application to the 
Cemetery Board for approval based on the procedures outlined under 19 NYCRR Sections 
201.11 and 201.16.  At this time, we have not received applications from the cemetery for any of 
these.  Therefore, I will make no recommendation on any of these items either. 
 The agreement provides that if the county will assign graves in a fashion such that the 
cemetery could use a portion of the property if the county were to stop purchasing veterans’ 
graves.  Additionally, there is a clause which allows the agreement to be terminated if the site is 
not being used by the county. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 It is not clear to the Division at this time as to what form of approval would be required of 
the Cemetery Board.  Based on the information received thus far, it appears that this project 
would be beneficial to the cemetery and its lot owners, and have no adverse impact on the 
environment or the surrounding community.  However, without completed applications for the 
various aspects of the project, we cannot definitively state that this will be the case.  While the 
project seems beneficial to the cemetery, there are some details that require more information 
or alteration.  Therefore, I present this application to the Cemetery Board without 
recommendation. 


