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RE: PINELAWN MEMORIAL PARK, NO. 52-044 

INSTALLATION OF LAWN CRYPTS 
 
 
By application dated April 9, 2021, Pinelawn Memorial Park (the Cemetery) seeks confirmation 
that the New York State Cemetery Board does not object to its application to develop an 
additional section of 2,000 lawn crypts adjacent to a section of lawn crypts reviewed by the New 
York State Cemetery Board on August 11, 2020.  The total anticipated cost is $1.5 million. 
 
The Cemetery is the largest regulated cemetery in New York.  It consists of 839 acres spanning 
Wellwood Avenue, and is located in the Town of Babylon, in Suffolk County.  It has a series of 
mausoleum buildings, but is primarily a memorial park, although it also has lawn crypt sections 
and sections with upright markers.  The cemetery appears to be in compliance with all Division 
regulations; the cemetery is consistently well-maintained and generates few lot owner 
complaints. 
 
The Cemetery maintains a conflict of interest policy.  No related parties are involved in this 
transaction.  An excerpt from the Cemetery’s most recent 990 showing compensation is 
included as an exhibit. 
 
Summary of Recommendation 
 
The Division recommends that the Board not object to this project (approval is not required).  
The Cemetery has a demonstrated track record of selling such burial spaces profitably and has 
recently built out two sections of lawn crypts, so it is familiar with the additional engineering 
requirements of lawn crypts. 
 
Exhibits 

 
A. April 21, 2021 Report of Assistant Director Alicia Young and Senior Accountant Vince 

Gimondo 
B. April 9, 2021 application by cemetery, including a cover letter, a “major renovation 

report,” and financial overview, and attaching: 
1. Minutes approving the project 
2. A map of the cemetery and location of the project  
3. Cemetery 2019 financial report (the Cemetery has an extension until April 30, 2021 

to submit its most recent report), including excerpt from the Cemetery’s 990 
4. Specifications for Lawn Crypts 
5. Conflict of Interest Policy 

C. Updated certification of Savik and Murray (June 9, 2020) 
 



2 
 

OVERVIEW OF FINANCES 
 
As the accompanying memorandum of Senior Accountant Vincent Gimondo indicates, the 
Cemetery estimates the total cost of the project at $1.5 million and projects a return on sales, 
net of expenses, of $10.48 million (note that this includes contributions to the PM Fund from 
these sales).  The Cemetery anticipates turning a profit in less than a year and selling out this 
section in three-four years.  Unfortunately, the Cemetery reports that the Covid-19 pandemic 
has increased demand.   
 
THE PROJECT 
 
The proposed lawn crypts are at the far western edge of the Cemetery; they are in the same 
general vicinity as a section of lawn crypts installed last year. 
 
The Cemetery reports increased sales this year, presumably as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Lawn crypt sales have been as follows: 
 

Year Sale 
2017 1,231 
2018 1,222 
2019 1,162 
2020 1,316 

 
The current project will add 2,000 lawn crypts to inventory, in two phases, one this year and one 
early next year. 
 
Like the Cemetery’s other recent lawn crypt installations, this area will appear like any other 
memorial park section when completed; there will be minimal landscaping and no additional 
embellishments. 
 
COMPLIANCE WITH 19 NYCRR SECTION 201.17 
 
19 NYCRR §201.17(b)(1) (source of funds):  The Cemetery will finance the project from its 
General Fund.  As of December 31, 2019, the Cemetery had $15298,498 (at cost) in its General 
Fund.  
 
19 NYCRR §201.17(b)(2) (method of drainage; results of percolation test):  Per the June 9, 
2020 report of Thomas E. Murray, P.E. (Exhibit C), the existing soils in this portion of the 
Cemetery are “free draining with excellent drainage characteristics” and that “[t]he percolation 
tests show that 5” of water will drain in 32 seconds to 3 minute. 24 seconds.  These areas 
exhibit good drainage capabilities.”  A further description of the percolation tests performed can 
be found in the report. 
 
19 NYCRR § 201.17(b)(3) (certification):  The manufacturer of the lawn crypts, Creter Vault 
Corp., have certified that the lawn crypts meet the design and performance standards of 19 
NYCRR § 201.17(c).  Certification dated April 1, 2021 (part of Exhibit 4 to the Application). 
 
19 NYCRR § 201.17(c):  Per the February 20, 2013 report of John Harrison, P.E. (note that the 
lawn crypt product is unchanged since 2013 so the manufacturer’s engineer has not prepared a 
new report on the product), the project meets the design and performance standards specified 
by this subparagraph.  More particularly: 

1. The concrete will have a strength of at least 5,000 psi at the end of 28 days, 
exceeding the required 4,500 psi. 

2. As certified by the manufacturer, entrained air will be five percent to nine percent by 
volume. 
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3. Per the Harrison report sheets 2, 4 and 7, the live and dead load requirements of 19 
NYCRR § 201.17(c)(3) are satisfied. 

4. Per the Harrison report sheet 11 and 12, the standards for lateral earth pressure 
loads are satisfied. 

The Harrison report is part of Exhibit 4 to the Application. 
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MEMORANDUM 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE-DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 

TO: LEWIS A. POLISHOOK, Director 

FROM: VINCE GIMONDO, Senior Accountant 
ALICIA YOUNG, Assistant Director 

SUBJECT: PINELAWN MEMORIAL PARK, No. 52-044 

RE: INSTALLATION OF LAWN CRYPTS 

DATE:  April 21, 2021 

Summary: 

By application dated April 9, 2021, Pinelawn Cemetery Association (the Cemetery), located in Suffolk County, 
N.Y. seeks confirmation that the New York State Cemetery Board does not object to its application to develop 
a section consisting of 2,000 lawn crypts. The total budgeted cost of the project is $1,500,000, funded by the 
cemetery’s General Fund which has a balance of $15,298,418 as of 12/31/19. This project is expected to yield 
$11,980,000 in sales and will provide Pinelawn with an estimated four years of inventory. The cemetery has 
stated that their current inventory was impacted by the Covid-19 Pandemic.    

Similar applications have been presented by Pinelawn in the past. Previously approved and developed 
sections have sold well. There are no Permanent Maintenance loans. Pinelawn Cemetery is current with 
annual filings, fees, and operates each year with a large surplus. 

Currently, the cemetery has a balance of $15,298,418 in its Permanent Maintenance Fund.  This translates to 
$72,850 per acre sold (210). The per acre sold number would be higher if the market value of the PM Fund 
was used to make that calculation.  

Cemetery assets as of December 31, 2019 @ Cost are as follows: 

General Funds $   15,298,418 
Permanent Maintenance    $   68,134,833 
Perpetual Care $        573,320 

  Special Fund        $      8,862,774   
TOTAL:       $    92,869,345 



Return on Investment: 

The ROI= Gain from Investment-Cost of Investment divided by the Cost of investment. 

With an investment of $1,500,000 sales of $11,980,000, and a profit of $10,480,000, the calculated R.O.I. is 
698.67% their initial investment.  They expect this to recover their investment within a year and sell out within 
three to four years. 

Recommendation: 

Pinelawn Memorial Park is the largest cemetery in New York State. It consists of 839 acres, 209 of 
which are sold, 18 developed and unsold, and 612 undeveloped. Pinelawn preforms over 4,000 
interments per year. Officers and Directors annually sign Conflict of Interest Polices. There are no 
related parties involved with this application. Pinelawn is consistentely well-maintained, in compliance 
with all Division filing requirements. They operate at a surplus.  

The current inventory of this product, which has historically sold well, is nearly depleted.  Approval will give the 
cemetery an estimated two years of inventory. Pinelawn has provided the necessary documentation, and both 
financial and operational assessments indicate that this proposal will be successful. 
The Division recommends approval of this project.  



EXHIBIT B 
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