
July 6, 2021

Code Development Unit
New York State Department of  State
Division of  Building Standards and Codes
One Commerce Plaza
99 Washington Avenue
Suite 1160
Albany, NY 12231

Members of  the New York State Code Council:

We are writing to urge the Division of  Building Standardsand Codes and the Code
Council to update the state’s Uniform Building Code to adopt and strengthen requirements
concerning aging high-rise buildings in coastal communities.

We are appreciative of  the fact the Code Council hascontinued to make efforts over
the years to improve the safety and structural integrity of  our buildings. However, the terrible
tragedy in Miami-Dade County requires further efforts to ensure that a similar event does not occur
here.  While there is no reason for immediate alarm, as representatives of  coastal communities that
share many similarities with Florida, we are hearing from worried constituents who wonder about
the structural integrity of  their buildings.  Therefore,we are requesting that you consider mandating
annual inspections of  certain older buildings.

The Code Council should propose a process for older buildings to recertify by
conducting annual structural integrity inspections. Structures built decades ago under outdated
requirements deserve extra scrutiny and it is only logical to require older buildings undergo new
structural safety inspections, especially since many of  them already undergo annual fire inspections.
Further, buildings exposed to salt air come with heightened risks that require more careful and
frequent examination.  Indeed, in 2016 in Long Beach, a building adjacent to the ocean suffered
multiple balcony collapses that foreshadowed a much worse disaster that thankfully was averted.

The Code Council should also reassess its standards for construction in high-risk
coastal areas. These units suffer from a barrage of storms – including hurricanes – as well as years of
exposure to the corrosive salt air. Such environmental conditions are only likely to get worse with
climate change as we continue seeing more damaging rain and winds from hurricanes as well as
rising sea levels. We must guarantee the state’s building codes for construction in coastal areas reflect



recent construction and technology improvements, incorporate best practices, and ensure our
buildings are as safe and secure as possible.

Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact our offices if
you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Todd Kaminsky Diane Savino Roxanne Persaud
Senator, 9th District Senator, 23rd District Senator, 19th District










