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At its August 11, 2020 Board meeting, the New York State Cemetery Board approved the
application (the Application) of Pinelawn Memorial Park (the Cemetery) to rebuild 450 feet of
road (Merritt Avenue) within the cemetery. The Cemetery now seeks to amend this Application
to expand a parking area adjacent to Merritt Avenue for an additional cost of $22,000.
The Division recommends approval.
Background
The Cemetery is the largest regulated cemetery in New York. It consists of 786 acres spanning
Wellwood Avenue, and is located in the Town of Babylon, in Suffolk County. It has a series of
mausoleum buildings, but is primarily a memorial park, although it also has lawn crypt sections
and sections with upright markers. The cemetery appears to be in compliance with all Division
regulations; the Cemetery is consistently well-maintained and generates few lot owner
complaints.
The Cemetery maintains a conflict of interest policy. The cemetery reports that no related
parties are involved in this transaction. Financial information about the Cemetery can be found
in its August 10, 2021 application for approval of a major alteration to construct a wash-down
station, also submitted to the Board for consideration this month.
Because this project is not an income-generating project, we have not had an accountant
prepare a recommendation concerning the application.
The Project
There is a small parking area immediately to the south of the Cemetery’s office. The Cemetery
proposes to expand this area farther south to add parking spaces. The expanded parking area
will abut the rebuilt Merritt Avenue.
Exhibits
A. Letter from the Cemetery dated September 7, 2021, attaching:
1. Map showing the area;
2. Aerial image of the area;
3. Ground-level image of the area;
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4. Reconstruction outline and budget previously provided by the Cemetery’s contractor.
Major Alteration Factors
Result in or Avoid Destruction, Damage to, Modification or Interference with Existing
Graves and Markers, Crypts, Mausoleums, Roadways and Pathways
The work in question will not affect existing graves, markers, crypts, mausoleums, roads, and
paths. The parking area is not adjacent to any existing graves. The work will not disputp use of
the parking lot or adjoining roadways.
Location, Design and Duration
The locations of the road to be repaired are shown on the map. Repairs will not interfere with
access to graves, roads, or the parking lot. The work will take less than a week.
Financial Impact
The project will have negligible financial impact on the Cemetery. It adds $22,000 to a
$186,000 project. The Cemetery has over $15 million in its general fund (from which the work
will be paid for) and almost $93 million in combined funds (all at cost).
Interference with Lots or Interests of Lot Owners
Negligible. There are no graves near the expanded parking lot. More parking will ultimately
benefit lot owners. The parking lot will remain open for construction.
Appropriate for Cemetery Purposes
Improved parking is appropriate for cemetery purposes and should enhance the experience at
the Cemetery for lot owners and visitors.
Community Impact
None.
Public Health, Safety, Environment, and Natural Resources
None.
Mitigation of Negative Impact
Not applicable because there are no negative impacts to mitigate.
Permits
The Cemetery reports that none are required for the parking lot.
Recommendation
Although I have never seen this particular parking lot full, while the Cemetery is doing other road
work in the area, it makes sense to expand the parking area now to achieve economies of
scale. The Cemetery has so much vacant land that using this small space for additional parking
will not reduce its inventory of future graves and will enhance visitors’ experience at very large
funerals. I recommend approval.
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EXHIBIT A

