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Albany Community Action Partnership Celebrates Dads!  
On Thursday, September 22, 2022, Albany Community Action Partnership 
(ACAP) participated in Dads, Take Your Child to School Day at all nine Head Start 
sites across the county. For many years, ACAP has set aside a special day in 
September to invite all of the fathers with children enrolled in their Head Start 
and Early Start programs to bring their children to school and participate in dad-
centric activities onsite. At each site, the teaching teams chose a theme and 
created activities and decorations based on each theme. This year, some of our 
dads were superheroes, others “ate pop-tarts” as a “thank you for popping” in, 
and others went to space as they were “out of this world”! Creative activities 
and dad-child photo shoots were also a big part of the events. These interactions 
encouraged Dads to talk and connect with their child’s teaching staff. 

For many students and families, enrolling in ACAP’s Head Start will be their first 
experience in a school or with a child in school. It is important for ACAP to not 
only create comfortable places for our students, but also to create family-
friendly spaces and dad-friendly opportunities to strengthen these families. 
Beyond creating local opportunities, over the past year, ACAP was one of the ten 
backbone Community Action Agencies asked to participate statewide in the NYS 
Fatherhood Initiative through the Office of Children and Family Services and was 
one of the main sponsors for the Makings of a Man Conference, the theme of 
which was The Art of Navigating Fatherhood. Through these actions, ACAP is 
poised to increase our efforts in promoting fatherhood in our local communities 
and in leading others to do the same. 

Cayuga/Seneca Community Action Agency Drives Mobile Mammography Van 
Cayuga/Seneca Community Action Agency, Inc. (CAP) partnered with Upstate University Hospital to host the 
Mobile Mammography Van at their Auburn office, 89 York St on Thursday, October 6, 2022. CAP started 
advertising on their social media platforms in August, so that community members would be able to schedule 
an appointment beforehand. To be eligible for a mammogram on the van, women should be 40 years and older; 
not had a mammogram in the past 12 months; and not be experiencing breast problems. The mammography 
van is equipped with a state-of-the-art 3D digital mammogram system, private exam room, dressing rooms and 
a waiting room. Breast cancer is one of the most common cancers in women, effecting one in 8 women. It's also 
one of the most treatable cancers when detected early. Mammograms- x-rays of the breasts- are the most 
effective screening procedure for the early stages of breast cancer. 

Please practice social distancing and wear a mask whenever possible for your safety and the safety of others. 
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NYSCAA Hosts Annual Professional Development Conference in Rochester 
Finally, after three years of virtual conferences and webinars, on September 29-30, 2022, New York State 
Community Action Association (NYSCAA) and New York State Weatherization Directors Association (NYSWDA) 
partnered to host an in-person Annual Professional Development Conference: Celebrating Our 
Accomplishments & Forging Ahead, in the beautiful City of Rochester, NY. The conference kicked of with 
greetings from Malik D. Evans, Mayor of Rochester, and opening remarks from Zoila Del Castillo, Deputy 
Secretary of State, followed by an emotional performance, Emotion Into Art – One Caring Adult, by Thomas 
Varano.  The conference included a variety of informative sessions and panel discussions such as Reimagining 
the Workplace – Lessons from the Pandemic on Recruitment and Retention of Staff, The Will to Do the Work, 
Language Justice, and Board Recruitment: The Low-Income Sector, just to name a few. Also, a special 
acknowledgement and congratulations to the following Award recipients: 

2022 Community Action Leadership Award 

• Karen Barry, People’s Equal Action and 
Community Effort, Inc.  

• Jerome Underwood, Action for a Better 
Community, Inc.  

2022 Community Action Vision & Values Award 

• Reggie Cox, The Fatherhood Connection 

Other NYSCAA Award recipients included: 

• Sara McCall: Community Action Person Achievement Award 
• Axis of Care – Community Action of Orleans and Genesee, Inc.: Community Action Innovation Award 
• Wayne Broadhead: Community Action Service Award 
• Ryanne Hickey: Community Action Service Award 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Jackie Orr (CEO, NYSCAA), Jerome Underwood (president &CEO, ABC), Maureen 
Abbott (ED, Tioga Opportunities and NYSCAA Board President)] 

[Pictured left to right: Victor Carrera (Program Analyst, DCS), Niki Battistoni (Deputy Director, DCS), Aimee Kollar (Associate Director of Contract 
Processing, DCS), Zoila Del Castillo (NYS Deputy Secretary of State), Jackie Orr (Chief Executive Officer, NYSCAA), Manuel A. Rosa (Director, DCS), and 

Mike Bobbitt (Deputy Commissioner of Community Development, NYC Department of Youth and Community Development)] 
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Division of Consumer Protection Offers Tips for Keeping Babies Safe! 
Last month was Baby Safety Awareness Month and in recognition of this event, the New York State Division of 
Consumer Protection (DCP) called attention to the importance of baby safety with a two-part consumer alert 
series that highlighted baby-proof safety measures and tips.  

I. The Importance of Paying Attention to Product Recalls Issued by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) 

II. The DCP Baby Safety Checklist to Keep Babies Out of Harm’s Way from Birth Through the Toddler Years 

PART I: THE IMPORTANCE OF PAYING ATTENTION TO PRODUCT RECALLS ISSUED BY THE USCPSC 

In the first consumer alert series, DCP called attention to the importance of monitoring product recalls. 
Sometimes even the best baby products will get recalled due to one or more safety issues. Baby product safety 
recalls are typically related to issues such as suffocation hazards, choking hazards, laceration hazards, tipping 
hazards, and other safety concerns. To read the full consumer alert, please click here. 

Additionally, parents were reminded of safe sleep guidance for babies. This summer, the CPSC issued a New 
Federal Infant Sleep Products Safety Standard. This new mandatory standard eliminates potentially hazardous 
sleep products in the marketplace that currently do not meet CPSC standards for infant sleep, this includes 
inclined sleepers, travel and compact bassinets and in-bed sleepers. Babies spend most of their time sleeping, 
so making sure that baby’s sleep spaces are safe is critical.   

TIPS ON HOW TO CHOOSE SAFE PRODUCTS FOR YOUR BABY: 

1. Stay updated on marketplace safety and the latest product recall. Check for recalls at CPSC 
(www.cpsc.gov) and FDA (www.fda.gov) or follow DCP on social media. If you have a recalled product, 
the first thing you should do is stop using it. 

2. Check for recalls before you buy or use new items. Stores do not always have the recall information. 
Remember to also check for recall if you purchase used items online, on social media (Facebook 
Marketplace, Craigslist, etc) or in a garage sale. 

3. Don’t sell or donate it. Do not sell or give the sleeper away; instead destroy the sleeper so that it can’t 
be used by anyone else. 

4. Regularly schedule a safety check-up on products in your home and check for recalls. Make it a habit 
to continuously track recalls since hundreds of items are regularly added that have been recalled for 
safety concerns 

PART II: THE DCP BABY SAFETY CHECKLIST  

In the second series, DCP shared The DCP Baby Safety Checklist packed with tips on how to keep baby safe while 
sleeping, feeding, on the go or around the house. The DCP Baby Safety Checklist is packed with tips on how to 
keep baby safe while sleeping, feeding, on the go or around the house. There are many potential hazards for 
babies, but parents can keep their child safe by finding out what the risks are, and then preventing or removing 
them.  To access the checklist, please click here.  

https://dos.ny.gov/news/consumer-alert-new-york-state-division-consumer-protection-offers-tips-keeping-babies-safe-two
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpsc.gov%2FNewsroom%2FNews-Releases%2F2022%2FCPSCs-New-Federal-Infant-Sleep-Products-Safety-Standard-Takes-Effect&data=05%7C01%7CBelia.Jimenez%40dos.ny.gov%7Ca637c8cfd6374aa2039608daa0a69d63%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637998934930752569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p%2B9%2Bi5Hsola57uYxRQtPF36R1sadKk1w1BqBMIQTfJE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpsc.gov%2FNewsroom%2FNews-Releases%2F2022%2FCPSCs-New-Federal-Infant-Sleep-Products-Safety-Standard-Takes-Effect&data=05%7C01%7CBelia.Jimenez%40dos.ny.gov%7Ca637c8cfd6374aa2039608daa0a69d63%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637998934930752569%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p%2B9%2Bi5Hsola57uYxRQtPF36R1sadKk1w1BqBMIQTfJE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fda.gov/
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ONA Ramirez June Initiative Celebrates!  
This October, the ONA Ramirez June Initiative 
celebrates National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM) and Invisible Disabilities 
week, which is observed 10/16-10/22. NDEAM 
commemorates the many contributions of 
individuals with disabilities to the workforce, 
economy, and cultural fabric of New York State. The 
theme for NDEAM 2022 is “Disability: Part of the 
Equity Equation,” which recognizes the important 
role people with disabilities play in a diverse and 
inclusive American workforce. However, individuals 
with disabilities, including new Americans, still face 
barriers accessing employment. According to the 
Department of Labor, only 35% of individuals with 
disabilities aged 16-64 are employed compared to 
the 74% of employed individuals without disabilities 
who are within the same age range. Learn more: 
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/odep/research-
evaluation/statistics.  

On Monday, October 24, 2022, from 2-3:30 PM, the ONA Ramirez June Initiative is hosting a special webinar to 
celebrate NDEAM 2022 and share information about available disability employment resources. The webinar is 
in collaboration with Self-Advocacy Association of NYS (SANYS), the NYS Division of Human Rights (DHR) and 
ACCES-VR (Adult Career and Continuing Education Services). This webinar is free and open to all. Attendees who 
join this webinar will hear the employment experiences of BJ Stasio and Shameka Andrews. ACCES-VR will share 
about the employment services available through their network and DHR will share about the rights of 
individuals with disabilities. Register: https://bit.ly/ONA_NDEAM  

October 16-22 is Invisible Disabilities Week (IDW) which raises awareness and support for people with 
disabilities that cannot be seen by others or easily recognized. Just because some disabilities are “invisible,” to 
others does not mean they are not real. People with invisible disabilities may have illnesses, live with chronic 
pain, or have other health conditions. IDW is a time to show support and validation for the experiences of people 
living with invisible disabilities. The ONA Ramirez June Initiative recognizes the experiences, challenges, and 
triumphs of individuals, including new Americans, with #InvisibleDisabilities. It’s #TimeToBelieve Learn more: 
https://invisibledisabilities.org/about/aboutida/  

The Office for New Americans Ramirez June Initiative is a first of its kind in the nation and raises awareness for 
the needs of new Americans with disabilities and their families who face language, culture, and systemic barriers 
accessing vital services. Learn more: https://dos.ny.gov/ramirez-june-initiative 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dol.gov%2Fagencies%2Fodep%2Fresearch-evaluation%2Fstatistics&data=05%7C01%7CCynthia.Stewart%40dos.ny.gov%7C39f1c472035d4fb42c2708daae0d8e9b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638013670490710370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PBrCSAIigvaR%2FGnNocyFiDvWvzdlqWqDAXWT8qQQDz4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dol.gov%2Fagencies%2Fodep%2Fresearch-evaluation%2Fstatistics&data=05%7C01%7CCynthia.Stewart%40dos.ny.gov%7C39f1c472035d4fb42c2708daae0d8e9b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638013670490710370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PBrCSAIigvaR%2FGnNocyFiDvWvzdlqWqDAXWT8qQQDz4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FONA_NDEAM&data=05%7C01%7CCynthia.Stewart%40dos.ny.gov%7C39f1c472035d4fb42c2708daae0d8e9b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638013670490710370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hNANo4sSPTWpI5f2KsAKxXHoVY6FfDX4ELF84iF8kgA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finvisibledisabilities.org%2Fabout%2Faboutida%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCynthia.Stewart%40dos.ny.gov%7C39f1c472035d4fb42c2708daae0d8e9b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638013670490866578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=reVu3bkV2g0%2FkUMtHu8KoAMfGpTr3%2B1DQVIC6XecUWI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdos.ny.gov%2Framirez-june-initiative&data=05%7C01%7CCynthia.Stewart%40dos.ny.gov%7C39f1c472035d4fb42c2708daae0d8e9b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638013670490866578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p2iKHxT9hgUKaT4Mz1sJcnQM%2BgIfONAn2py44qtUOWM%3D&reserved=0
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Office for New Americans hosts Webinars to Assist Immigrants 

On September 27, 2022, the NYS Office for New Americans (ONA) hosted a webinar for National Preparedness 
Month on the topic of "Prepare, Respond, Recover: The American Red Cross - Partnering to Support Immigrant 
Communities." This webinar featured presenters from the American Red Cross who offered an introduction to 
the services provided by their local chapters and nationally, especially in disaster response and preparedness. 
The webinar included a particular focus on how the Red Cross can support the immigrant communities served 
by ONA partner organizations. The information in this webinar provided participants with an understanding of 
when they can call on their local Red Cross chapter for support or partnership opportunities, ultimately leading 
to closer collaborations between the Red Cross, immigrant service providers, and immigrant communities across 
New York State. To access the recording of the webinar, please CLICK HERE  

ONA was also proud to be a presenter at the Fall 2022 Conference of the New York Association for Training and 
Employment Professionals (NYATEP) in Niagara Falls on October 4, 2022.  The NYATEP Fall Conference brings 
together hundreds of workforce and economic development professionals from across the state to engage in 
workshops, network with other leaders, and discuss workforce and economic development issues.  

ONA participated in a panel on the topic of “New York’s Untapped Talent: Promoting Participation of 
Internationally Educated Immigrants and Refugees in the State’s Workforce.”  This panel was facilitated by 
World Education Services (WES) and included presenters from Upwardly Global and New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital. ONA shared information about our statewide workforce development programming, including 
Professional Pathways, which provides employment coaching, skills training, and job placements for immigrants 
with education and work experience from their home countries.   

ONA recently announced a new grant opportunity for the ONA Professional Pathways for High-Skilled 
Immigrants program. This Request for Applications (RFA) seeks to fund one not-for-profit organization to serve 
as the Professional Pathways Lead Agency, providing program direction and technical assistance as well as 
eleven not-for-profit organizations to serve as ONA Job Coach agencies in each region of the state.  

The link to the RFA can be found here:  https://dos.ny.gov/professional-pathways-high-skilled-immigrants-RFA-
22-ONA-35. Applications are due November 4, 2022.    

Division of Community Services Reminders: 

CSBG Advisory Council Meeting: Cancelled  
After careful consideration and consultation with the Board Chair, the October 20, 2022, meeting has been 
cancelled. Future dates will be reviewed in early 2023. Thank you for your continued partnership and 
patience. 

CSBG Eligibility Guideline 
On September 30, 2022, a Continuing Resolution was signed to extend the use of the 200% FPL CSBG Eligibility Guideline 
until December 16, 2022. Continue to be on the lookout for further updates.  

 

https://meetny.webex.com/meetny/ldr.php?RCID=afdac842c9ad3e4515ff7517deb34177
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdos.ny.gov%2Fprofessional-pathways-high-skilled-immigrants-RFA-22-ONA-35&data=05%7C01%7CSayla.Eisner-Mix%40dos.ny.gov%7C3bba4c273e61468502a808daabca6b99%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638011183117275219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qCuwgEBScLwZLi6jl%2BgLFtRdbytKbwkVll6qYZpsFNE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdos.ny.gov%2Fprofessional-pathways-high-skilled-immigrants-RFA-22-ONA-35&data=05%7C01%7CSayla.Eisner-Mix%40dos.ny.gov%7C3bba4c273e61468502a808daabca6b99%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638011183117275219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qCuwgEBScLwZLi6jl%2BgLFtRdbytKbwkVll6qYZpsFNE%3D&reserved=0
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CSBG CARES ACT Supplement Funding – DOS Close Out Activities  
The CSBG CARES Supplement Act funding has come to an end as of September 30, 2022. In preparation for the closure of 
this funding opportunity, DOS would like to share with our network of CSBG CARES funded agencies, our anticipated 
timeline and related close out activities checklist.  Please direct any questions regarding the CSBG CARES close out to your 
assigned Program Analyst or Fiscal Field Representative. 

CSBG CARES Contract Closeout Checklist:  

During the last CSBG CARES contract visit, the DOS Program Analyst will review a sampling of customer files: 
☐ to ensure that customers who received CSBG CARES funded service(s), activity(ies) and/or outcome(s) were CSBG 

income eligible. 
☐ to verify that the file notes what CSBG CARES funded service(s), activity(ies) and/or outcome(s) were provided or 

achieved. 
☐ to verify that the service(s), activity(ies) and/or outcome(s) noted within the customer file is consistent with the last 

approved CSBG CARES work plan (prepare, prevent or respond). 

By October 30, 2022, the subrecipient will: 
☐ Submit a completed final Program Progress Report.  
☐ Complete the PPR Narrative and explain any outcomes, services or activities that did not meet or exceeded projected 

outcomes based on the last approved CSBG CARES work plan. 
☐ Submit the CSBG CARES Unaudited Financial Report (UFS) to their assigned DOS Fiscal Field Representative (DOS 

encourages subrecipients to submit the UFS no later than October 30, 2022.) 

By November 14, 2022, the subrecipient will: 
☐ Complete and submit an amendment, only upon request by DOS, to reconcile actual expenditures with last approved 

budget. 

By December 30, 2022, DOS (Program) will complete and distribute: 
☐ a closeout report on the review of the PPR & PPR Narrative and contract performance. 

Additional Resources for the CSBG Network 

Resources for Responding to COVID-19 

Community Action Partnership: COVID-19 Community Needs Assessment 
CAPLAW: Coronavirus Updates for the Community Action Network   
NASCSP Coronavirus Resources 

 NYSCAA Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resources 
Food Pantries across New York State 
New York State Department of Health 

 

 

The Newsletter Team invites everyone to share stories and pictures of interest via email. When sharing photos 
for the newsletter or DOS social media, please also send a completed Photo Release and Consent form. 

 
This publication is supported by the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) of the United States (U.S.) Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $63.9 million with 100 percent funded by ACF/HHS. The 
contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACF/HHS, or the U.S. 
Government. For more information, please visit the ACF website, Administrative and National Policy Requirements. 
 

https://communityactionpartnership.com/publication_toolkit/covid-19-community-assessment-update-template-data-resource-guide/?utm_source=General+eNews+6%2F12%2F2020&utm_campaign=eNews+6-12-20
https://www.caplaw.org/resources/coronavirusupdates.html
https://nascsp.org/coronavirus-resources/
https://www.nyscommunityaction.org/coronavirus--covid-19--resources
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/food-pantries
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/administrative-and-national-policy-requirements#chapter-8

