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      DEPARTMENT OF STATE - DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 
            MEMORANDUM 

TO: New York State Cemetery Board 

FROM: Kerry McGovern, Investigator 

SUBJECT: Pinelawn Memorial Park and Arboretum (52-044) 

RE: Major Renovation: Roadway Construction 

DATE: October 20, 2022 

Exhibits 

a) Report of Senior Accountant Vince Gimondo
b) Application from Pinelawn Memorial Park with Exhibits.

Introduction and Recommendation 

Pinelawn Memorial Park and Arboretum, located in Suffolk County on Wellwood Avenue 
in Farmingdale, NY, has applied for New York State Cemetery Board approval of a 
cemetery renovation pursuant to 19 NYCRR Section 201.16 for the reconstruction of a 
section of existing roadway within the cemetery. The total cost of this project is 
estimated to be approximately $1,500,00.00 and would be paid for with/ money from 
the cemetery’s General Fund which had a balance of $16,296,468.00 as of December 
31, 2021. Pinelawn was founded in 1902 and is over 838 acres in size, 248 of which 
are developed.  It is an extremely large cemetery with many visitors annually, and to 
maintain access to its many grave sites, road work must be performed as needed. This 
road reconstruction project will take approximately four to five months to complete and 
when finished, will help to ease congestion along high traffic roads within the cemetery 
while allowing parking access to burial sections alongside. The cemetery is in 
compliance with all State requirements and can easily afford to finance this major 
renovation.  No local permits are required for this project; the only required approval 
from the state is that of the Board.  
I recommend approval of this application, subject to receipt of stamped plans.  



The Project 

This project would remove the existing roadbeds and drainage systems from sections of 
Leaves of Grass Drive, Sanctuary Drive, and Samuel B. Hofstader Memorial Drive, 
totaling approximately 3,725 feet of road. This would include removal of all asphalt and 
concrete curbs and disposal of same.  The existing road would be widened ten feet 
towards undeveloped areas of the cemetery to better accommodate vehicle traffic while 
still enabling parking along the side of these major stretches of road to accommodate 
cemetery lot owners and visitors.  The removed drainage systems would be 
reconstructed to prevent flooding and ponding, and two catch basins leading to two 
drywells would be added at intervals. This drainage system would be handled within the 
roadway, which has been the cemetery’s regular practice.  The specifics of the 
construction process can be found in the cemetery’s Exhibit 4. The cemetery has 
received estimates for the construction ($450,592.00 from LaMay&Sons, Inc., of 
Huntington, NY), paving ($509,408.00 from All Island Paving Co., Inc., of Copiague, 
NY), and installation of concrete curbing ($540,000.00 from Laser Industries Inc., of 
Ridge, NY), totaling $1,500,000.00. All estimates are contained within the cemetery’s 
Exhibit 5.   The project does not add any lanes.

Compliance with 19 NYCRR Section 201.16 

1) Whether the alteration will result in or avoid the destruction, damage to, modification
or interference with existing graves and markers, crypts, mausoleums, roadways, and
pathways:
The reconstruction and widening of the roadway will not impact existing graves and
markers, crypts or mausoleums. Although the road is adjacent to active burial sections,
there will be uninterrupted access to those lots throughout the duration of the project.

2) The location, design and duration of the major alteration:
The project is located along Leaves of Grass drive, Samuel B. Hofstader Drive, and
Sanctuary Drive, all part of a major artery through the cemetery, and is expected to take
approximately four to five months to complete.

3) The financial impact on the applicant:
The cemetery can afford this project and will pay for it out of the General Fund. There
will not be any major impact on the cemetery

4) Whether the alteration will interfere with the lots or the interests of the lot owners:
The work at the cemetery will not affect graves, burials, lot owners, or families visiting
the cemetery.

5) Whether the alteration will be appropriate for cemetery purposes:
This project is appropriate for cemetery purposes

6) Whether the alteration will have an adverse impact on the surrounding community:



The cemetery does not anticipate any impact on the surrounding community. 

7) Whether the alteration will have the potential to adversely affect the public health and 
safety, the environment, or natural resources:
The cemetery does not anticipate any adverse impact of the project on public health 
and safety, or on the environment or natural resources. The proposed work consists of 
reconstruction of an existing paved road.

Recommendation 

Pinelawn Memorial Park is a large, well-maintained cemetery that keeps ahead of 
maintenance issues such as road repair or augmentation in order to best serve its 
clientele. The Cemetery is up to date with vandalism payments and annual reports, has 
a conflict-of-interest policy in place, and can easily afford this major renovation. The 
project will allow the cemetery to accommodate a higher volume of vehicle traffic in the 
foreseeable future while maintaining its pastoral atmosphere.  I recommend approval of 
this project, subject to receipt of stamped plans.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE-DIVISION OF CEMETERIES 
   
TO:  LEWIS A. POLISHOOK, DIRECTOR 
 
FROM: VINCENT GIMONDO, SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 
 
SUBJECT: PINELAWN MEMORIAL PARK 

CEMETERY, No. 52-044 
 

RE: MAJOR RENOVATION 
                     ROADWAY RECONSTRUCTION 
 
DATE:           October 20, 2022 
 
Summary: 
 
By application dated September 20, 2022, the Pinelawn Memorial Park (the Cemetery), located 
in Suffolk County, N.Y. seeks confirmation that the New York State Cemetery Board does not 
object to its application to reconstruct a roadway that runs 3,725 feet. The roads are known as 
Leaves of Grass Drive, Sanctuary Drive, and Samuel B. Hofstader Drive which are main roads 
within Pinelawn Cemetery. 
 
A field visit was made on 10/19/22. It was observed that the roadway is fact a main artery where 
traffic and congestion would occur during peak funeral periods. The cemetery desires to replace 
the roadway and widen it on the side that is undeveloped and unsold. (see map). They also plan 
to include drainage to prevent or eliminate any water ponding. 
It was apparent that widening of the roadway would be a significant enhancement to the visitors 
and during funerals. Pinelawn cemetery preforms over 4000 interments per year. It is likely that 
approval of this proposal will make not only ease congestion but make it safer for all who attend, 
work, or visit this area especially during peak periods.    
 
The entire cost of project will cost $1,500,000. And will be withdrawn from the General Fund 
which had a balance or $16,296,468.00.  
 
Officers and Directors annually sign Conflict of Interest Polices. There are no related 
parties involved with this application. Pinelawn is consistently well-maintained, in 
compliance with all Division filings and operates in a surplus.  
 
 
The Permanent Maintenance Fund currently has a balance of almost $80,000,000. The 
cemetery currently operates in a surplus.  



 
 

 
 
Burials: 

2021 4,811    
2020 5,381    
2019 4,094    
2018 4,069    

Average: 4,588.75    
 
 
      
Assets as of 12/31/2021:    
     
General Fund  $16,296,486.00   
Permanent Maintenance $78,629,121.00   
Perpetual Care  $597,057.00   
Special Trust  $8,199,530.00   
Total:  $103,722,176.00   
     
     
Operating 
Surplus:     
 2021 2020 2019 2018 
Total Income: $41,606,665.00 $40,432,395.00 $31,532,769.00 $30,035,372.00 
Total Expense $38,577,868.00 $37,849,279.00 $29,613,789.00 $28,071,570.00 
Surplus $3,028,797.00 $2,583,116.00 $1,918,980.00 $1,963,802.00 
     
   

 
Recommendation:  
 
Pinelawn Memorial Park is the largest cemetery in New York State. It consists of 838.99 
acres, 248.67 of which are developed. 16.82 are developed and available. Of the total 
839 acres, 225 were leased to a related party for use as a golf course in 1992.  
 
Pinelawn has provided the necessary documentation, and both financial and operational 
assessments indicate that this proposal is necessary or will enhance the functionality of 
this main artery of this cemetery. It is commendable that Pinelawn is forward thinking 
and always looking for innovative ways to improve their grounds. The Division 
recommends approval of this project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




































































































































