June 2025 Newsletter

Greetings and welcome back! Please use this newsletter for information on upcoming events,
funding opportunities, and resources to ensure your organizations can thrive.

Building Faith, Homeownership, and Pi- de Aeross all
Communities of New York State

Governor Kathy Hochul marches in the 2025 Puerto Rican Day = Governor Hochul marches in the 68th Annual Juneteenth
Parade. Parade of Buffalo N.Y.

In June, Governor Hochul magnified her commitment to expanding homeownership and community
pride by empowering faith and non-profit partners across New York. Her Office of Faith and Non-Profit
Development Services spearheaded a targeted program in collaboration with the State of New York
Mortgage Agency (SONYMA), Single Family Program, in recognition of Home Ownership Month. The
program focused on raising awareness of key benefits available to first-time homebuyers, including
down payment assistance, no minimum credit score requirements, and low fees. This effort aligns
directly with the Governor’s state-wide push for inclusive and affordable housing growth,
demonstrating how places of worship can transition into crucial support systems for families striving to
own homes and invest in their neighborhoods.

Complementing this creative use of faith-based assets, Governor Hochul also marked June with the
ribbon cutting of several key developments — notably the 117-unit YP Senior Residence in the Bronx, a
project built through public-private collaboration including the State, New York City, and nonprofit
organizations. With dozens of low-and extremely low-income units for seniors, many of whom are
transitioning out of housing insecurity, the project uplifts community pride and stability. Together, these
achievements reflect Hochul’s vision: building not just houses, but homes—powered by partnership,
compassion, and the enduring strength of faith and non-profit communities.
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Faith Leader's of New York Spotlight Monthly Feature: Homeownership

JUNE 2025
Reverend Dr. Charles — Vice President of Harlem Congregations for

Community Improvement, Inc. (HCCI)

His seminars have gained significant regional and
national attention. HCCI is a member of the New
York Mortgage Coalition and an authorized
Housing Counseling Agency for the NYC
Department of Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD). Dr. Butler also serves on the
boards of various organizations, advocating for
housing and community welfare.

Dr. Butler believes homeownership is key to
breaking the cycle of poverty and fostering
intergenerational wealth. His initiatives, like the
‘Keep Harlem Clean’ project, engage community
members in improving their neighborhoods.
Alongside homebuyer education, he conducts
workshops on financial literacy, landlord/tenant
issues, home maintenance, foreclosure
prevention, small business development, and
investment principles.

Rev. Dr. Charles Butler has served as Vice
President of Harlem Congregations for Community
Improvement, Inc. (HCCI) for over 20 years, where
he has set departmental goals, managed budgets,
and found ways to reduce expenses while
achieving targeted outcomes. He has developed
innovative Homebuyer Education Workshops that
motivate low- to moderate-income individuals and
families in their journey to homeownership. As a
HUD-certified housing counselor, he has helped
nearly 4,500 first-time homeowners across the
city and nationwide.

As the pastor of Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in
Harlem, he provides spiritual guidance and
wellness workshops. Dr. Butler is married to
Carol Butler, and they have two sons, Charles R.
and Clement J. Butler.
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Faith Leader's of New York Spotlight Monthly Feature: Pride ‘

JUNE 2025

Reverend Dr. Rebecca Drebert — St. John Episcopal Church

Greetings to the LGBTQ+ Community and Faith
Community

| am Rebecca Drebert, and | am a priest in the
Episcopal Church in Bainbridge, NY, as well as
being a trans woman.

| believe it is part of my mission to let people
know that they are unconditionally loved and
accepted by God. We are made in God’s image
and are an important part of God’s diverse
creation.

| know many people have felt hurt and rejected
by some churches who deny the legitimacy of
our identities and orientations, and that is
tragic. It denies Jesus’ command to love one
another as he has loved us.

| have tried to be present as a witness for
LGBTQ+ people. We recently led an ecumenical
Pride service at Christ Church, Binghamton as
part of the Binghamton Pride alliance. We will
be present for the Chenango County Pride
Alliance festival in July. We fly the Pride flag
outside of our church as a sign that all are
welcome.

Our church welcomes all people, including
several LGBTQ+ parishioners and allies. In the
end Love will overcome hate. In the meantime,
we must stand together in love and solidarity.

We must stand up to defend those who are
wounded by bullies and haters. We must stand

up for the rights of young trans and gay and

bisexual people to receive medical care, have

sufficient housing, and food. We must stand
and be proud of who we are.
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Highlights across the State of New York

Nonprofit Foundations:

Engaging New York State & Funding Fundamentals

J U N E In this concise session, you’ll learn how to:
- Forge meaningful partnerships with New York State agencies

- Navigate state grant application processes step by step
« Strengthen your organization’s overall funding strategy
» Access key resources and insider tips to confidently engage Albany

Whether you’re launching a new nonprofit or seeking to
1 1 ’ 3 O A M deepen your impact, you’ll leave with practical action

items and the confidence to secure vital state

support for your mission.

NEw RIEsGHI ¢Sl ERw AT =
45 bit.ly/engagenys

Click to Register

Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc.
NYS Elder Abuse Summit Implementation

Integrating Faith Leaders LITERACY BEYOND
into Elder Abuse Services BOOKS

What it’s about:
Expanding the definition of literacy by
showing families how to use conversations,

media, and everyday activities to build their

. 7 N ch eading skills—offering fun, practical
JL \L I al l 3 l 1 [ strategies beyond traditional books.
Virtual (via Zoom) |
DATES AND TIMES

> Monday, June 23, 2025 at 12:00PM
en older ad
will report on that crucial wor e collaborative 2 ce OR

% —

and protect @

« Abrief overview of the 2021 New York State Elder Abuse Summit Monday, June 23, 2025 at 6:00PM

« Adetailed look at a newly developed training on elder abuse for faith leaders,
including discussion with agencies that have helped pilot the curriculum
statewide.

« Keynote speaker: Caura Richardson, Director, New York State Office of Faith
and Nonprofit Development Services

Register by clicking here or
by using the QR code

ASL interpreting available upon request. We kindly ask that those in need of interpretation

To learn more, act:
register at least one week in advance

* Rafael Dobl RDobles3@schools.

Contact hours for CEUs are available for LM- and LCSWs. Lifespan
of Greater Rochester SW CPE Is recognized by the New York State

oY < Education Department’s State Board for Social work as an approved
@ Lifespan

provider of continuing education for licensed soclal workers #0089 Public

Schools AL

| REGISTER HERE ([ | REGISTER HERE(jil}
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Governor Hochul’s 2025 Jewish American Heritage Month Celebration
_ Com
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Governor Kathy Hochul met with

Reverend Dr. Renee Washington- . Governor Katn
Gardner (Moderator of the : nosted a r
United Missionary Baptist Governor Ka‘thy Hochul h e

Association of New York and i . . 1 elel
Vicinity) a roundtable discussion with

Governor Kathy Hochul greets Dr.
Deanna Brown-Thomas and the
James Brown Musik Pupils ahead of
their audition at the World’s famous
Apollo Theatre Stage.
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Candid Funding Database

Candid.

Information and resources Candid provides to small nonprofits to help with fundraising and
diversifying their revenue sources. There are 2 ways nonprofits can access our fundraising tool,
Foundation Directory, for free:

* Through our Candid Community library partner: They can access the tool for free at
most library locations across the country. Here's a map to find one near you:

https://candid.org/find-us

» By participating in our Seal of Transparency program: When small nonprofits
(revenue/assets under $1M) get a Gold Seal of Transparency, they will get a coupon code that
can be used to claim one year of Foundation Directory subscription for free. To join the
program, first they have to register an account with their work email and claim their nonprofit
profile (if they haven't already), then they will be prompted to provide essential information like
donation address, contact details, mission, etc. Once they fill in these details, they will
instantly get a Bronze Seal of Transparency. There are four levels of Seals: Bronze, Silver, Gold,
and Platinum. To get to a higher level, all they need to do is provide more information about
their nonprofit (financials, impact, etc.). Learn more about how to join here:

https://www.guidestar.org/UpdateNonprofitProfile /profile-best-practices/
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STAY CONNECTED!
RE

 Does your organization have public events coming up?
 Fill out our form to have your event included in our next newsletter.

Connect with us!

Important Interfaith Dates in June * To join our mailing list for faith-
based and nonprofit organizations:

* June 1% -June 3" Shavuot (Jewish)
- June 6t — June 7t: Eid al-Adha (Islamic) » CLICK HERE

« June 8": Pentecost (Christian)

« June 15™: Trinity Sunday (Christian)
« June 20%": Litha/Midsomer (Pagan)
« June 29t: St. Peter and St. Paul Day
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