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TO: NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 

FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR II 

SUBJECT:  PINE GROVE CEMETERY, #22-030 

RE: HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 2025 

Application dated May 23, 2025, completed, notarized and signed 

48 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice run 3 times in The Daily Sentinel- $97.20 

48 Monuments Appear Eligible 

Estimate: North-East Cemetery Services repair estimate $75,000 (average $1,563/ 
monument) 

Mohawk Valley Memorials repair estimate, $84,615 (average $1,763/ monument)  

Both contractors propose 42-inch concrete foundations, North-East Cemetery Services provides 
a 10-year warranty and Mohawk Valley Memorials offers a 5-year warranty  

The cemetery is up to date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Previous disbursement was used appropriately 

Recommend Approval in the amount of $75,097.20. 
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TO: New York State Cemetery Board     
  
FROM: Michael Seelman, Investigator II  
  
SUBJECT: Pine Grove Cemetery Association, #22-030 
  
RE: Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments  
  
DATE: September 29, 2025  
  
  
Exhibits  
  
A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepair Monuments that Create a Hazardous        
Condition dated 5/23/25 
B) North-East Cemetery Services estimate for $75,000 (average $1,563/ stone) 
C) Mohawk Valley Memorials estimate for $84,615 (average $1,763/ stone) 
D) Invoice and copy ads for lot owners in The Daily Sentinel for $97.20 
 
Introduction and Recommendation  
  
  I received an application (Exhibit A) for the repair of 48 hazardous monuments located in the Pine 
Grove Cemetery of the Town of Newport, Herkimer County. The application was submitted by Tiffany Morrison, 
Secretary/ Treasurer of the Pine Grov Cemetery Association. Included with this application were estimates 
from North-East Cemetery Services (Exhibit B), for $75,000 and Mohawk Valley Memorials (Exhibit C) totaling 
$84,615.  Also included was an invoice for a legal notice to lot owners (Exhibit D) that was run for three 
consecutive weeks in the Daily Sentinel for $97.20. The ad included first and last names as well as section 
numbers.  
  I recommend approval of this application.  
    
   
  
The Monuments  
 
 I visited the cemetery and found that 48 monuments were either loose on their foundations or tipping and 
appeared to pose a hazard to cemetery visitors and employees. Ms. Morison stated that she checked 
cemetery records and did not have contact information for the last known lot owners for these lots, based upon 
this information, it is the Division’s understanding that the cemetery has determined that the lot owners cannot 
be located.  Based on the advanced age of the monuments in question, it is assumed the foundations were laid 
privately by either the families or by monument contractors. The most recent monument is dated 1940. 
 
Both contractors propose to remove 48 monuments from the existing foundations; dig out the existing 
foundations; place new foundations made of solid concrete poured to a depth of forty-two inches with the 
dimensions being equivalent to the length and width of the monument; and replace the monument, resealing all 
joints with setting compound or epoxy.  North-East Cemetery Services offers a 10-year warranty and Mohawk 
Valley Memorials offers a 5-year warranty.   
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Recommendation  
  
The cemetery is current with its payments to the vandalism fund and with the filing of its annual reports.  All 
documents are in order, and this is a legitimate claim for $75,097.20.  I recommend that this application be 
approved. 
 



    
   EXHIBIT A 



$75,097.20



 EXHIBIT B 
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