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NYSCAA Report
CSBG Advisory Council Meeting 
Submitted by Tim Nichols, CEO

October 16, 2025

NCAP Conference – Detroit
Three NYSCAA staff were able to attend the Annual NCAP Conference & Pre-Conference in Detroit at the end of August. The conference was an excellent opportunity to meet community action agency leaders and staff in person as well as state association directors and NCAP team members. It was a pleasure to meet federal OCS partners with whom we have been working closely with on the various grant deliverables related to CSGB and RPIC Region II. I attended the State Association Directors meeting where OCS staff provided insight and continued support for RPIC grantees. We discussed the status of funding for CSBG for FY 2026 and the federal budget process, the possibility of a government shutdown etc.  Additionally, I attended the Region II Caucus for NCAP and meet with our partners from New Jersey.  

NASCSP Conference: I also attended the NASCSP Conference in Chicago September 25-28. I found the conference to be very informative and inspiring and a great opportunity to meet colleagues in community action from around the country and some of their state agency partners. Jackie Orr and Niki Battistoni from NYS DOS attended the conference as well and it was great catching up with both of them. I was able to meet and chat with Hugh Poole, Executive Director of NASCSP as well as Denise Harlow, CEO of NCAP. 

NYSCAA/NYSWDA Annual Conference. The NYSCAA/NYSWDA Annual Conference is in the books concluding last Friday. One major highlight was the appearance of New York State Secretary of State Walter Mosley who gave remarks to the conference on Thursday morning. It was a pleasure hearing from him as his appearance and positive and affirming remarks were very well received by the network. Jackie Orr acknowledged the myriad responsibilities that fall under the realm of the Department of State and introduced members of her team who were in attendance for the conference as we welcomed the Secretary to the stage. We also acknowledged throughout the conference the hard work of NYSCAA and NYSWDA staff who planned and organized the conference and all of the logistics behind making the conference a success.  By all accounts the conference was a success and we are in the process of analyzing the evaluations and feedback from conference attendees so we can consider such feedback for next year’s conference.  

NYSCAA CE)/Executive Directors Seminar. We are planning a 2 ½ day seminar for NYSCAA seminar at the Fort William Henry Hotel in Lake George for Nov. 5-7th. Planning continues for the sessions and registration is underway.  

2025 CSBG Grant: We continue to work to submit our vouchers for this current year’s grant. With a transition to a new accounting system and firm, this process has been slow but we are close to submitting vouchers for review this week and next and hope to be caught up by the end of the month. We look forward to our continued working relationship with NYS DOS. 
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