November 2025 Newsletter

Greetings and welcome back! Please use this newsletter for information on upcoming events,
funding opportunities, and resources to ensure your organizations can thrive.

As New Yorkers enter a season defined by gratitude and service, the New York State Office
of Faith and Nonprofit Development Services is honored to uplift the people and partners
who care for our neighbors every day. This month’s learning lineup features two mission-

critical webinars: “Board Governance & Legal Essentials for Nonprofits,” presented in
partnership with New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, and “Answering the Call: The
NYS Department of Veterans’ Services. Serving All Who Served with Faith, Dignity, and
Purpose,” with Commissioner Rev. Viviana DeCohen. Together, these sessions equip
leaders with practical tools, legal know-how, and compassionate strategies to strengthen
boards, protect organizations, and better serve veterans and their families.

In light of ongoing federal SNAP disruptions, we’re spotlighting organizations meeting
hunger head-on. Across all ten regions of New York State, we highlight ten standout
nonprofits providing food bank and pantry services alongside a special feature on The
Bowery Mission’s Thanksgiving Day, the longest-running Thanksgiving meal celebration in
New York City. You’ll also find current grant opportunities to sustain and scale your
programs, a Wall of Gratitude sharing thankful testimonials from our partners and
community, and a photo recap of recent events we’ve attended statewide. Thank you for the
countless ways you give - your leadership is the heartbeat of this season.
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NOVEMBER 2025 OFNDS WEBINAR:
Board Governance & Legal Essentials for Nonprofits: A
Webinar with New York Lawyers for the Public Interest

Date: Thursday, November 13, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM

REGISTRATION LINK: Reqgister Here for FREE

This webinar is held in partnership with New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI).
During the webinar, expert attorneys Peter Franklin and Colleen O’Leary of Patterson Belknap
Webb & Tyler LLP will present on foundational board governance best practices related to tax-
exempt entities such as many faith-based groups and nonprofit organizations. Participants will

learn about board roles and responsibilities, and how groups can best administer and keep

financial accountability as it relates to board governance.

Peter B. Franklin

Associate, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Peter Franklin is an Associate in the Tax-Exempt Organizations
department, representing various tax-exempt entities like educational
institutions, human rights and environmental groups, and foundations.
His practice includes advising on corporate governance, fiduciary
duties, investment activities, endowment funds, grantmaking, and compliance with tax
exemption and excise tax rules. He also assists nonprofits in structuring relationships

with for-profits, supporting organizations, and fiscal sponsors

Colleen O'Leary

Associate, Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP

Colleen O'Leary is an Associate in the firm's Tax-Exempt Organizations
department. From 2020 to 2021, Ms. O'Leary served as a law clerk to
the Hon. Don R. Willett of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit.
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NOVEMBER 2025 OFNDS WEBINAR:
Answering the Call: The New York State Department of Veterans’
Services, Serving All Who Served with Faith, Dignity, and Purpose

Date: Friday, November 21st, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM

REGISTRATION LINK: Register Here for FREE

The New York State Department of Veterans’ Services (DVS) works every day to connect Veterans, Service
Members, and Military Families across New York with the benefits, programs, and respect they’ve earned
through honorable service. This webinar will provide an overview of DVS’s mission and the work of its
accredited Veterans Benefits Advisors, who offer personalized assistance statewide. Attendees will learn
about the Department’s innovative outreach efforts, including Mobile Outreach Units, 24/7 Veterans Welcome
Center Digital Kiosks, and the DVS Emergency Housing Fund. The presentation will also highlight specialized
programs such as the Faith in Service initiative, targeted support for Women Veterans and caregivers, and
community-centered efforts like Operation Baby and Operation Backpack. The session will conclude with
practical tools and strategies for helping Veterans and Military Families access the full range of services and
support they deserve.

Reverend Viviana DeCohen

Commissioner at the New York State Department of Veterans’ Services

Reverend Viviana M. DeCohen, a United States Marine Corps
Veteran, serves as Commissioner of the New York State Department of
Veterans' Services (DVS), connecting over 630,000 Veterans to their
earned benefits and services. Appointed in December 2021 by Governor
Kathy Hochul, she led DVS’s elevation from a division in April 2023,
expanding its statewide reach.

Under her leadership, DVS launched initiatives like “Operation Find and

Serve,” which engages Veterans in their communities, and implemented

15 digital kiosks recognized with the Abraham Lincoln Pillars of

Excellence Award. Commissioner DeCohen adopted the term “for those
. who have served” to include individuals who may not identify

as Veterans and initiated “Operation Baby,” providing essential resources to Veterans’ families.

Previously, she directed the Mount Vernon Veterans Service Agency and founded the successful Kristyn’s
Closet, which assisted over 3,000 Veterans. Known affectionately as "Mama V," she is an active member of
several veteran organizations and was named a Women Veteran Trailblazer honoree in 2021.

Commissioner DeCohen holds a bachelor’s in Behavioral Science and a master's in Health Service

Management from Mercy College, where she established Veterans Centers on two campuses. She is
currently pursuing a Doctorate in Educational Leadership and Gerontology at Concordia University, Chicago.
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Highlighting Nonprofits In All Regions of New York State

This month’s newsletter highlights nonprofits that specifically provide food bank services
within their region.

P .
Jerichho
Project

Region: New York City | New York County
Jericho Project empowers individuals and families
experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity by

providing housing and person-centered services to address

social inequities. Core programs include the Veterans
Initiative, which serves approximately 700 veterans each
year, as well as Young Adult Programs and Family
Services.
Daniel Preston
Ph: 917-627-5804 | Em: dpreston@jerichoproject.org

Region: Capital District | Rensselaer County
Veterans Miracle Center is a “retail” store without a cash
register. Everything is brand new, and everything is free for
our veterans, active military, and their families. From
clothing and footwear to personal hygiene, products,
cleaning supplies, food, including fresh produce, toys,
diapers, bicycles and more, VMC is a place of hope, love,
honor, and support for our military heroes. At Veterans
Miracle Center it's Veterans Day, every day.
Stacey Lauren, Ph: 518-486-8398, 518-867-2734|
Email: vmcstace@gmail.com

The Veterans One-Stop Center serves as a trusted
hub for veterans, service members, and their
families, offering comprehensive, no-cost support
including benefits counseling, housing assistance,
employment services, and peer-to-peer wellness
programs. With a mission to empower and uplift
those who served, the Center helps veterans build
stability, purpose, and community as they transition
into civilian life.

Ph: 716-898-0110

A
Food Bank
of Central New York

Region: Central New York | Onondaga County

Since 1985, Food Bank of Central New York has been

sourcing nutritious foods for distribution in communities
across 11-counties in Central New York, the North Country

as well as part of the Mohawk Valley. These foods are
distributed through our network of 545 community partners,

consisting primarily of food pantries, soup kitchens, and
emergency shelters. We also offer several direct distribution

programs that help to further expand our reach.
Ph: 315-437-1899 | Email: infosys@foodbankcny.org

. Second Chance Foods

Region: Mid-Hudson | Putnam County
Second Chance Foods' mission is to end the cycle of
food waste and hunger by recovering local,
nourishing food and connecting it to anyone
experiencing food insecurity while ensuring dignity
and reducing barriers to access.

Martha Elder Ph: 845-723-1315 | Email:
martha@secondchancefoods.org
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Highlighting Nonprofits in All Regions of New York State

This month's newsletter highlights nonprofits that specifically provide food bank services

within their region.

Region: Southern Tier | Chemung County
The Food Bank of the Southern Tier, a regional agency of
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Rochester, works to
build and sustain hunger-free communities across the
region. As a member of Feeding America and Feeding
New York State, the Food Bank of the Southern partners
with more than 300 community agencies, schools, and
mobile food pantry sites. The organization also runs youth
and nutrition programs helping ensure access to healthy
food and a vibrant, nourished community.

Sam Eck | Ph: 607-796-6061 x 4023 | Email:
Samatha.eck@foodbankst.org

FOOU
BANK

[MAKE A DIFFERENCE

(W Foodlink

Region: Finger Lakes | Monroe County
Foodlink is a Rochester-based nonprofit dedicated to
ending hunger and building healthier communities by

addressing both the symptoms and root causes of food
insecurity. As our region's sole food bank, we serve as the
hub of the emergency food system across a 10-county
service area. As a leading public health organization,
Foodlink administers many programs and initiatives that
aim to build the health and wealth of communities.
Ph: 585-328-3380| Email: info@foodlinkny.org

For every
nelghbor
in need

VOLUNTEER, ADVOCATE, DONATE.

Region: Serves 23 Counties in Northeastern NY
The Regional Food Bank collects donated food from the food
industry and distributes it to more than 1,000 partner
agencies and programs feeding our neighbors in need
throughout 23 counties of northeastern New York. The
mission of the Regional Food Bank is to lead a network of
partners to alleviate hunger, prevent food waste, and nourish
the communities we serve. Our vision is that all people have
the nutritious food they need to thrive.
Ph:518-786-3691| Email: info@regionalfoodbank.net

Region: Serves 23 Counties in Northeastern NY
Long Island Cares works to build a stronger, healthier Long
Island by feeding those in need and inspiring positive
change. Our Farm to Truck produce program, kids’
education initiatives, and hands-on food distribution
programs ensure that fresh food and knowledge reach every
corner of our community.

Ph: 631-582-3663 ext. 104 | Email:
kwasilchuk@licares.org

Region: North Country| Franklin County
Adirondack North Country Assaociation (ANCA) drives
regional collaboration through its Local Food System

Program, which strengthens farm-to-market connections
across the North Country. The program supports small
farms and food producers with technical assistance,
financing opportunities, and market development- helping
expand access to fresh, locally grown food while fostering a
resilient and sustainable regional food economy.

Ph: 518-891-6200 | Email: zhobbs@adirondack.org
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Non-Profit Spotlight: Highlighting Exceptional Food Providers

The
Bowery

Mission

-

The Bowery Mission has served nei?hbo_rs experiencing homelessness
and hunger since the 1870s, when its neighborhood came to define the
term “skid row.” Qur children’s programs, known as Mont Lawn Cit
Camp & Summer Camp, have served New York City youth since 1894.

Thanksgiving Day: Free holiday meals and care

Join The Bowery Mission for their cherished, time-honored
tradition: the longest-running Thanksgiving meal celebration in New
York City!

At The Bowery Mission we believe in the power of community, which is
why we extend a heartfelt invitation to anyone without a home to join us
around our family table on Thanksgiving Day. Our ovens are working
around the clock to ensure anyone and everyone has a place to enjoy a
warm meal and share in the holiday spirit. At their flagship campus
located at 227 Bowery, guests at our annual celebration enjoy a _
traditional Thanksgiving meal, festive live music and caring' community!
Hot breakfast will be served between 8 a.m. and 9 a.m., and
Thanksgiving meals will be served between 11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Outdoor seating will also be available.

For information about their year-round programs and services,
visit bowery.org/get-help tolearn how you can receive care today.
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Upcoming Funding Opportunities for New York State Grants

NYS Department of Health

RFA 20707 — Treat, Cure and Eliminate: Advancing Health Equity Among
People Civing with Hepafitis C

The Deadline is November 14, 2025

NYS Office of Children and Family Services - Settlement House Programs
S0Il1212-Settlement-House.pdf
The deadline is January 13, 2026, at 5pm

NYS Council on the Arts
FY 2026 Capital Projects Opportunity Fund
The deadline is January 13, 2026, at 5pm

The New York Landmarks Conservancy
Sacred Sites Fund Grant Criteria | New York Landmarks Conservancy
j]'herelag[e two grant rounds per year, with submission deadlines of January 15th and
une 1st.
Connect Kids to Parks Field Trip Grant Program
Connect Kids - NYS Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation

}'herelage two grant rounds per year, with submission deadlines of January 15th and
une 1st.

Please note that Connect Kids Applications are accepted on a rolling basis in the
order they’re received.

FINAL NOT-FOR-PROFIT CONTRACTING ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE YEAR

Thursday, November 13, 2025 from 12pm - 1:30pm via Zoom webinatr,
and in person at our New York City and Albany locations.

IN-PERSON MEETING LOCATIONS:
* NYC - 919 Third Avenue at East 55th/56th Streets, 45th Floor.

» Albany - State Capitol, 2nd Floor (Conference Room #214-2).
« E-mail lillian.padilla@exec.ny.gov to RSVP for the In-person meetings

To attend the meeting via ZOOM:
hitps://lwww.zoomgqgov.com/webinar/reqister/WN pRozzVuhS367r54yx tGagw
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WALL OF GRATITUDE

“In a state with a rich diversity of faiths and non-profit missions, effective outreach starts
with listening. As an Executive member of the New York State Interfaith Council (NYSIC), |
have witnessed firsthand the work of the Office of Faith & Non-profit Development Service.
This Office compassionately listens to the needs of our communities and translates that
compassion into coordinated action and guidance, county by county and institution by
institution. Their work is imperative now more than ever when our nation is yearning and
dependent on support from all avenues.”
Guruji H. H. Dileepkumar Thankappan
Executive Council Member, New York State Interfaith Council
Global Chairman, World Yoga Community

“In Jewish tradition, we emphasize the important concept of tikkun olam, which means
‘repairing our world.” The Office of Faith & Nonprofit Development Services plays a vital role
in advancing this mission by investing thoughtfully in leadership, governance, and data. This
Strategy ensures that our programs are accountable and equitable, while also enabling us to
effectively expand our efforts across neighborhoods and generations to come.”
Rabbi Peter Stein
Temple B’rith Kodesh (Rochester NY)
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Emergency Food Relief: $106M to Keep New Yorkers Fed

NYS DECLARED A STATE OF EMERGENCY AND DEPLOYED $65M (= 40M
MEALS): $40M TO EXPAND HPNAP SUPPORT FOR ~2,700 PANTRIES/SOUP
KITCHENS/SHELTERS, AND $25M TO NOURISH NY TO MOVE NY FARM
PRODUCTS TO FAMILIES. EMPIRE STATE SERVICE CORPS & SUNY CORPS
WILL BOLSTER FOOD BANKS AND CAMPUS/LOCAL PANTRIES.

An additional $11M strengthens local relief: $5M+ in elsluipment rants to 97 nonprofits
(generators, walk-ins, refrigerated trucks/vans) and $6M+ to Feeding NYS & 10 regional
food banks for staffing/operations and donation recovery.

Together with $41M fast-tracked earlier this week, total state aid is now $106M.
What This Means for Communities

* SNAP disruption startin% November 1 will strain household budgets and local food
systems; New York’s actions help keep shelves stocked and lines moving at food
banks and pantries.

« Expect higher demand at emergency food providers; the State is reinforcing distribution
capacity and volunteer staffing to méet need.

How You Can Help

« Share the resource links on the next page on your lists, social pages, and with
community partners.

o If gou I%perate_ a pantry or meal program, connect with your regional food bank about
HPNAP/Nourish'NY coordination and equipment/volunteer support.

» Colleges/Universities: tap SUNY/Empire State Service Corps partnerships to expand
campus pantry operations and SNAP navigation.
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(CONT’D) Emergency Food Relief: $106M to Keep New
Yorkers Fed

CE
= B

FIND HELP & SHARE

Food Bank locator » Pantry map « Working Families resources *
Call 211 « SNAP updates

* Food Assistance hub: Ny.cgov/FoodAssistance

» Food banks: feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank |
map.thefoodpantries.org

 SNAP info: mybenefits.ny.qov
LEARN MORE:

* Press release: State of Emergency & $65M —
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-declares-
state-emergency-and-initiates-new-actions-response-trump

* Press release; $11M local relief —
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-
more-11-million-support-local-emergency-food-relief

» Watch the announcement: Governor Hochul Declares State of
Emergency and Announces Response to Federal Food
Assistance Cuts
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Recent Highlights
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NON-PROFIT FOUNDATIONS:

Engaging NYS & Funding Fundamentals

OCTOBER 20, 2025 * 9:30AM - 1PM

Albany Black Chamber of Commerce
14
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RESOURCES FROM OUR PARTNERS AT THE OFFICE
FOR NEW AMERICANS ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU

éy’g:, Department of State
Office for New Americans
KNOW YOUR % .,

KNOW YOUR & '

RIGHTS

Resources are available to everyone,
including immigrants:

ASSISTANCE FOR IMMIGRANTS
FREE SERVICES: e :;: 2

l‘r o °
« Legal Assistance o, 8 g0 oo
o o figeslse
« Naturalization Support A
» Community Workshops o
O o

» Developmental Disabilities Services
» Mental Health Support

dos.ny.gov/Office-New-Americans

« Learn English

« Job Training Yemk | Department of State
STATE | Office for New Americans

For referrals to free immigration-related legal help and
other programs, please call the New Americans Hotline at:

@1-800-566-7636
LS

dos.ny.gov/know-your-rights

New Americans Hotline:

r\?) 1-800-566-7636 Monday — Friday, 9 AM — 8 PM EST

MULTI-LINGUAL AND ANONYMOUS

Monday - Friday, 9 AM — 8 PM EST
l_] MULTI-LINGUAL AND ANONYMOUS

> " . R
To share information regarding @f‘;ﬁ-,};
ety EE

federal government action
in New York State:

,’,‘5%’,( Department of State
STATE | Office for New Americans

dos.ny.gov/Office-New-Americans

:' ; *"f%;’*
R

ag.ny.gov/federal-actions-form @gg

VISIT THE OFFICE FOR NEW AMERICANS' WEBSITE
AT https://dos.ny.gov/office-new-americans
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Connect ith us!

If you are part of a faith-based or
nonprofit organization, please fill out this form.

Important Interfaith Dates in Does your organization
November have public events coming
« November 1: Christian/Catholic: All up?
Saints Day

Fill out our form to have your event
included in our next newsletter.

* November 2: Catholic: All Souls Day
 November 5: Eastern Orthodox

Christian: The Entrance of the Need to be added to our

RO I e e database of Faith Leaders?
* November 24: Sikh: Martyrdom of Guru : :

Tegh Bahadur Sahib Please fill out this form.

 November 30: Christian: Advent
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