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Draft minutes of the NYS Fire Prevention and Building Code Council meeting on Friday, December 5, 
2025, commencing at 10:05 a.m. and held by videoconference at:  

 99 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY, Conference Rooms 505, 1112, and 1135;  
 123 Williams Street, NYC, NY, Conference Room 231; and  
 295 Main Street, Buffalo, New York, in Conference Room 803. 

 

Council members and designees present: 

Matthew Tebo, Presiding (Albany) 
Benjamin Keller (Albany) 
Timothy DeRuyscher (Albany) 
Joseph DeStefano (Albany) 
Robert Hughes (Albany) 
Joseph Toomey (Albany) 

Kristy Whitcher (Albany) 
Vincent Rapacciuolo (Albany) 
James Gibbons (NYC) 
William Tuyn (Buffalo)  
Dominic Marinelli (Buffalo) 
Keith Wen (Remote)

 

Staff present:  John Addario, David Gonzalez, Kevin Duerr-Clark, Emma Gonzalez-Laders, Gregory 
Benton, Nicholas Petramale, Chad Sievers, Jeanne Rice, Stephen Van Hoose, and Amalia Talty. 

 

Agenda Item 1. Welcome.  

Chairperson Tebo called the meeting to order. Chairperson Tebo noted that Panagiota Hyde had 
accepted a position at the Office of Court Administration, thanked her for her service, and welcomed 
David Gonzalez, Senior Deputy Counsel for NYSDOS. Chairperson Tebo also welcomed newly appointed 
Code Council member Santos E. Cruz Cardona and expressed regrets that Santos E. Cruz Cardona was 
unable to attend the meeting due to scheduling conflicts. Chairperson Tebo stated that this Council 
meeting had a limited agenda, focused on non-substantial changes to the updated Uniform Code and 
Energy Code previously adopted at the July Code Council meeting, and noted that there would be no 
public comment period at this meeting.  

Kevin Duerr-Clark called the roll, noting that quorum was established with eleven (11) members in 
locations open to the public and one (1) member attending remotely at a location that is not open to the 
public. 

Chairperson Tebo asked Kevin Duerr-Clark if there were any agenda changes, and hearing none, 
provided a brief summary of the meeting agenda. 

 

Agenda Item 2. Draft Minutes – July 25, 2025 

Chairperson Tebo asked if there were any changes to be made to the minutes of the July 25, 2025, 
meeting. Hearing none, Joseph Toomey motioned to approve the minutes, which was seconded by 
Robert Hughes. The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote.  
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Agenda Item 3. Executive Session 

Chairperson Tebo made a motion to enter executive session to discuss pending litigation in the case of 
Mulhern Gas Co., Inc., et al. v. Walter T. Mosley, et al. The motion was seconded by Joseph Toomey and 
passed unanimously by voice vote. The meeting went off the record at 10:17 a.m. and went back on the 
record at 11:16 a.m. No actions were taken in executive session. 

 

Agenda Item 4. Division Update 

John Addario noted that a More Restrictive Local Standard application from the City of White Plains has 
been received and is under review by DBSC staff, to be presented to the Council at a later date.  

John Addario also provided an update regarding the single exit buildings study, stating that the contract 
for the study has been awarded to Jensen Hughes, who has been meeting with DOS staff on a bi-weekly 
basis to discuss various aspects of the study, including fire service survey, risk analysis, and fire and 
egress modelling, with an anticipated completion date set for July 2026. John Addario then thanked 
Chad Sievers for his excellent work managing this project.  

John Addario provided updates regarding the Uniform Code and Energy Code implementation process, 
stating that the 2025 code books have been sent out to all local governments in either .pdf or softcover 
book format, noting that DOS obtained 1600 copies in total (800 .pdf and 800 softcover). In addition, 12 
hours of advanced in-service training for the code update began in October 2025 and as of this meeting, 
approximately 2,600 individuals have undergone training, mostly online, with some in-person training 
offerings. John Addario stated that the deadline for Code Officials and Building Safety Inspectors to 
complete the required in-service training hours is December 31st, 2026, noting that a webinar schedule 
for the first half of 2026 has been posted to the DOS website. John Addario stated that free, in-person 
trainings at numerous locations throughout the State are also planned. John Addario thanked the 
training unit for all their hard work in providing these trainings.  

John Addario gave an update on the 2027 model code development process, stating that DOS staff 
attended the second International Code Council (ICC) Committee Action Hearing held in Cleveland in 
October, where approximately four DOS proposals had their previous disapprovals overturned and were 
approved at this hearing, bringing the total number of approved DOS code changes to 20. John Addario 
highlighted the service of Kevin Duerr-Clark on the Existing Buildings Committee and Jeanne Rice on the 
Structural Committee. John Addario also stated that DOS staff were working on public comments and 
planning to attend the ICC Public Comment Hearings in Connecticut, scheduled in mid-April 2026. 
Additionally, staff is preparing applications to serve on the committees for the development of the 2030 
ICC model codes. 

John Addario provided an update regarding the development of the 2027 International Energy 
Conservation Code, noting that the public comment process is open for technical changes made during 
previous phases, and that staff intends to submit comments prior to the deadline on December 15th, 
2025.  

Chairperson Tebo thanked John Addario for the update and further expressed thanks to two people 
principally responsible for overseeing the code update trainings: Brian Tollisen and Ronald Stark. 
Chairperson Tebo asked David Gonzalez if there were any updates regarding legislation and was 
informed that there were none.  

 

Agenda Item 5. Uniform Code and Energy Code – Notice of Amended Adoption 
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Kevin Duerr-Clark stated that the changes were minor in nature, noting that, because the codes are not 
effective yet, the Code Council can vote to make these changes to resolve errata identified in the 
Uniform Code and Energy Code.   

Kevin Duerr-Clark then provided an overview of the proposed changes to the Energy Code as follows: 

I. In Section 1240.3, reinstating content in NYS ASHRAE 90.1, Appendix G, which was part of 
the Notice of Proposed Rule Making but was missing from the book due to a software glitch.  

II. Changes to Referenced Standards as follows: 

a. Correcting several standard’s year (version), correcting a publisher’s address (ACCA), 
and making a correction to one publication title.  

b. Removing ANSI Z21.20 from the list of referenced standards incorporated by reference. 

c. Adding ASTM E2178. 

d.  Adding the NYS version of ASHRAE 90.1 and AISI S250 (which are incorporated by 
reference and noted as such in Chapter R6). 

e. Removing the model code version of ASHRAE 90.1 from the list of referenced standards, 
relying solely on the NYS-specific version.  

III. In Section 1240.4, adding clarification that “more efficient thermal distribution system” 
credits can only be claimed if not required otherwise. 

IV. Modifying Table R402.1.2 - [NY] TABLE R402.1.2-MAXIMUM ASSEMBLY U-FACTORS AND 
FENESTRATION REQUIREMENTS to correct the maximum U-factor for Crawl space wall 
insulation to read “0.055” instead of “0.55.”   

Kevin Duerr-Clark noted that these clarifications and corrections do not have an impact on the cost-
effectiveness of the Energy Code and thus do not require a revision to the cost-effectiveness analysis. 
Chairperson Tebo asked if there were any questions, and hearing none, asked Kevin Duerr-Clark to 
continue.  

Kevin Duerr-Clark then provided an overview of the proposed changes to the Uniform Code as follows: 

I. Modifying several referenced standards to reflect the correct year of the referenced 
standard available to be filed.   

II. Correcting several referenced standard titles to reflect the correct name of the referenced 
standard. 

III. Correcting the name and or address of several publishers based on those recent changes to 
name and/or address. 

IV. Reverting several referenced standards to the versions referenced in the 2020 code, 
removing standards entirely, or removing standards from being incorporated by reference 
based on which versions were available to purchase and copyright releases. 

V. Adding the snow load importance factors from the 2020 code to the 2025 BCNYS to aide in 
the proper calculation using the new methodology from the 2025, establishing the 2020 
snow loads as the minimum.  

VI. Adding the parenthetical “NY” in front of the code section to several sections of code to 
accurately depict that these sections contain NYS-specific language. 
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VII. Corrections to several definitions to correct typos or remove a repeated definition. 

VIII. To match language from the 2020 code and the language proposed in the NRD phase of this 
code update, adding a sentence to 2025 RCNYS Section BA113.3 to clarify that where 
installation instructions are not available for relocated manufactured homes, the use of 
NFPA 225 or 24 CFR 3285 is to be used. 

 

Chairperson Tebo asked if there were any questions, and hearing none, asked David Gonzalez for an 
update on SEQR.  

David Gonzalez stated that, based on the content of the amended Notices of Adoption for both the 
Uniform Code and Energy Code, staff prepared an update to the findings statement discussed and voted 
on at the July 2025 Code Council meeting. David Gonzalez stated that the supplemental findings 
statement was provided to the Code Council earlier in the week as part of their meeting information 
packet and noted that this statement will be the subject of the first vote.  

Chairperson Tebo asked if there were any questions, and hearing none, made a motion to accept the 
SEQR Supplemental Findings Statement related to the proposed amendments of the Uniform Code and 
Energy Code and for the SEQR Supplemental Findings Statement to be published on the Department’s 
website. The motion, as read by David Gonzalez on behalf of Chairperson Tebo, was made by 
Chairperson Tebo, seconded by Joseph DeStefano, and passed unanimously with 12 votes.  

Chairperson Tebo motioned that that proposed amended Energy code update will have no significant 
adverse impact on the environment; no significant adverse effect on any significant fish or wildlife 
habitat, scenic resource of statewide significance, important agricultural land, or area included in an 
approved local waterfront revitalization program; and that Kevin Duerr-Clark be authorized to sign and 
deliver, on behalf of the Code Council and DOS, the coastal assessment form and certification of no 
significant coastal impact. The motion, as read by David Gonzalez on behalf of Chairperson Tebo, was 
made by Chairperson Tebo and seconded by Joseph Toomey. The motion passed unanimously with 12 
votes. 

Chairperson Tebo motioned that the proposed amendments to Notice of Adoption for the Energy Code 
be adopted as a permanent rule; that amended rule now being approved shall supersede the rule 
approved at the July 25, 2025, meeting; that DOS is directed to file an Amended Notice of Adoption; that 
the changes are necessary to protect health, safety, and security; that delaying the effective date until 
90 days after publication of the Amended Notice of Adoption would unnecessarily delay the effective 
date of all improvements made to the Energy Code by the original rule and the amended rule; and that 
all changes shall be adopted as a permanent rule effective on December 31, 2025. The motion, as read 
by David Gonzalez on behalf of Chairperson Tebo, was made by Chairperson Tebo and seconded by 
Joseph Toomey. The motion passed unanimously with 12 votes. 

Chairperson Tebo motioned that the Council find that proposed amended Uniform Code update will 
have no significant adverse impact on the environment; no significant adverse effect on any significant 
fish or wildlife habitat, scenic resource of statewide significance, important agricultural land, or area 
included in an approved local waterfront revitalization program; and that Kevin Duerr-Clark be 
authorized to sign and deliver, on behalf of the Code Council and DOS, the coastal assessment form and 
certification of no significant coastal impact. The motion, as read by David Gonzalez on behalf of 
Chairperson Tebo, was made by Chairperson Tebo and seconded by Benjamin Keller. The motion passed 
unanimously with 12 votes. 

Chairperson Tebo motioned that the proposed amendments to Notice of Adoption for the Uniform Code 
be adopted as a permanent rule; that amended rule now being approved shall supersede the rule 
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approved at the July 25, 2025 meeting; that DOS is directed to file an Amended Notice of Adoption; that 
the changes are necessary to protect health, safety, and security, and that delaying the effective date 
until 90 days after publication of the Amended Notice of Adoption would unnecessarily delay the 
effective date of all improvements made to the Uniform Code by the original rule and the amended rule; 
and that all changes shall be adopted as a permanent rule effective on December 31, 2025. The motion, 
as read by David Gonzalez on behalf of Chairperson Tebo, was made by Chairperson Tebo and seconded 
by Joseph Toomey. The motion passed unanimously with 12 votes. 

 

Agenda Item 6. Future Meetings 

• 2026 

o March 31, 2026 
o June 16, 2026 
o September 22, 2026 
o December 8, 2026 

Chairperson Tebo noted that all proposed dates are tentative and are subject to change. 

 

Agenda Item 7. Other Business 

Chairperson Tebo asked if there was any other business to come before the Council. Hearing none, 
Chairperson Tebo noted that several written public comments have been received, stating that all 
comments would be provided to the Code Council members after the meeting. Chairperson Tebo then 
motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Joseph Toomey; the motion passed unanimously by 
voice vote. 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:42 a.m. 


