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TO:   NEW YORK STATE CEMETERY BOARD 
 

FROM:  MICHAEL D. SEELMAN, INVESTIGATOR 3 
 

SUBJECT:   EXETER CEMETERY, #39-010 
  
RE:  HAZARDOUS MONUMENT REPAIR CHECKLIST 

 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 21, 2026 

 
 

 
Application dated February 9, 2026, completed, notarized and signed 

26 Monuments Requested  

Legal Notice run 3 times in The Daily Star $171.34 

26 Monuments Appear Eligible 

Estimate: Barnett Memorials repair estimate, $28,408 (average $1,093/monument) 

 Humphrey Memorials repair estimate $33,062 (average $1,272 / monument) 

 Mohawk Valley Memorials repair estimate $34,777.55 (average $1,338/ 
monument)  

All contractors propose 42-inch concrete foundations, Barnett and Humphrey provide a 10-year 
warranty and Mohawk Valley provides a 5-year warranty. 

The cemetery is up to date on Annual Reports and Vandalism Payments 

Recommend Approval in the amount of $28,579.34 
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TO:  New York State Cemetery Board 
 
FROM:  Jessica E. Rosario, Investigator I 
 
SUBJECT:   Exeter Cemetery, 39-010 

REST-2026-01072 
 
RE:   Application for Repair of Hazardous Monuments 
 
DATE:  February 9, 2026 
 
 
Exhibits 
 
A) Application for Repair or Removal of Dilapidated or Disrepaired Monuments that Create a 

Hazardous Condition. 
B) Barnett Memorials: repair estimate for $28,408.00 (average $1,092.62 per monument) 
C) Humphrey Memorials: repair estimate for $33,062.00 (average $1,271.62 per monument) 
D) Mohawk Valley Monuments, LLC: repair estimate for $34,777.55 (average $1,337.60 per 

monument) 
E) Publication Invoices and copies from the Daily Star for a total of $171.34 

 
 
Introduction and Recommendation 
 

The Division received an application dated 2/9/2026 (Exhibit A) for the repair of 26 
hazardous monuments located in the Exeter Cemetery, town of Exeter, Otsego County.  The 
application was submitted by Gayle Gilbert, President of the Exeter Cemetery Association.  
Included with this application were three estimates as follows Barnett Memorials: repair estimate 
for $28,408.00 (Exhibit B); Humphrey Memorials: repair estimate for $33,062.00 (Exhibit C) and 
Mohawk Valley Monuments, LLC: repair estimate for $34,777.55 (Exhibit D). 

 
Also included was an invoice from The Daily Star for a legal notice (Exhibit E) that was 

run for three consecutive weeks from 11/15/2025 through 11/29/2025 for $171.34. 
 
 
The Monuments 
 

The Exeter Cemetery was visited, and 26 monuments were found to be either loose on 
their foundations or tipping and appeared to pose a hazard to cemetery visitors and employees.  
Gayle Gilbert stated that the cemetery has no records for the monuments in question and as 
such, could not contact the last known lot owners by mail, the oldest is dated 1819 and most 
recent monument is dated 1900  The cemetery has had no response to the legal 



 
 

advertisements which it placed, and has no funds dedicated to the restoration of monuments. 
Based upon the information provided, it is the Division’s understanding that the cemetery has 
determined that the monument owners cannot be found.   
 
 
The Estimates   
 

All three contractors propose to: remove the monuments from the existing foundations; 
dig out existing foundations; replace them with new foundations, made of solid concrete poured 
to a depth of 42 inches and replace the monument, resealing all joints with setting compound or 
epoxy. 
 

Contractors Barnett Memorials and Humphrey Memorials offer a 10-year warranty, 
however Mohawk Valley Monuments, LLC offers a 5-year warranty. 
 
Recommendation 

 
The Cemetery is up to date on annual reports and vandalism payments.  This appears to 

be a legitimate claim for $28,579.34.  I recommend that this application be approved. 
 
 

Favorable Bid Amt: $28,408.00
Publication Reimbursment: $171.34
Recommendation Total: $28,579.34  



    
   EXHIBIT A 





    
   EXHIBIT B 











    
   EXHIBIT C 







    
   EXHIBIT D 







 EXHIBIT  E 







STATE OF New York 
COUNTY OF Otsego, SS 

Christine Benson of Oneonta, New York 
in Otsego County, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that she is a 
Classified Advertising Manager for the newspaper 
called The Daily Star, printed and 
published in Oneonta, New York aforesaid, 
and that the advertisement of which the 
annexed is a printed copy has been 
published in the said newspaper on the 
following dates: 

11/15/2025 11/22/2025 11/29/2025 

Sworn to before me the 1st 
Day of December, 2025 

VALERIE ANNE SECOR i· 
Notary Public • State of New York 

NO. 01SE6417815 

Qualified in Otsego County f" 
My Commission Expirei May 24, 20� : . 

. . ' 




