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Opening Remarks
Chairman Michael Morris called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Chairman Morris introduced himself and the
other board members. Chairman Morris thanked previous Board Chair Mark Pattison, who was in attendance,

for his service on the Board. Chairman Morris asked that Division staff that were in attendance introduce
themselves as well for the benefit of NYSAC conference attendees.

Chairman Morris noted the special setting of this month’s meeting and thanked NYSAC for its continued
cooperation and partnership. Chairman Morris also highlighted Division outreach throughout the year,
particularly Caring for Your Cemetery Day.

26-05-A-27 — Minutes of Previous Meetings

A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the minutes of the Board’s April 14,
2026, meeting, as submitted to the Board.

26-05-B-28 — Legislation and Regulation

1. Pending Legislation

Division Counsel Robert Vanderbles referred the Board to the published Legislative Report.

2. Regulations

Mr. Vanderbles reported on draft rule revisions currently in process.

26-05-C-29 — Division Report

Assistant Director Alicia Young thanked Mark Pattison, the previous Board Chair, for his years of service
on the Board. Assistant Director Young updated the Board on recruitment within the Division. We
currently have one auditor and one investigator position that we are recruiting for.

Assistant Director Young highlighted community outreach programs. This year’s Caring for Your
Cemetery Day was well received and well attended. We are holding “Everything You are Dying to Know
About Cemeteries” classes targeted toward the public in the upcoming months. We are holding Cemetery
101 courses across the State. There are many scheduled dates and locations across the next several
months, which can be found at dos.ny.gov/cemeteries.

Assistant Director Young reported on annual report statistics. Cemeteries have filed 1,172 reports have
been filed for 2025, approximately 49% of which were completed online. Assistant Director Young also
highlighted a new feature of the Division’s website, allowing appointments with Division staff to be
scheduled online.

26-05-D-30 — Vandalism, Abandonment and Monument Repair or Removal Fund Report

Assistant Director Young referred the Board to the previously-circulated Vandalism Report.

There are six applications for funds from the vandalism fund before the Board at this meeting.



Forest Lawn Cemetery Group (Clarence Fillmore), No. 15-027 (Erie), $26,258.09

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 20 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair these
dangerous monuments for a total cost of $26,258.09, subject to availability of funds.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 11:32-13:51.

Forest Lawn Cemetery Group (Griffins Mills), No. 15-027 (Erie), $21,619.25

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 18 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair these
dangerous monuments for a total cost of $21,619.25, subject to availability of funds.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 13:52-15:52.

Newport Cemetery, No. 22-025 (Herkimer), $117,843.14

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 95 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair this
dangerous monument for a total cost of $117,843.14, subject to availability of funds. Investigator
Michael Seelman explained the reason for the large number of monuments being approved at once.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 15:53-22:01.

Poland Cemetery, No. 22-031 (Herkimer), $50,124.04

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 40 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair this
dangerous monument for a total cost of $50,124.04, subject to availability of funds.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 22:02-24:08.

Evergreen Cemetery, No. 23-012 (Jefferson), $33,403.82

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 36 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair these
dangerous monuments for a total cost of $33,403.82, subject to availability of funds. Investigator
Seelman stressed the importance of posting legal notices regarding these application that are in
compliance.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 24:09-28:15.

North Gage Cemetery, No. 33-039 (Oneida), $87,023.18

This cemetery seeks funds to repair 63 dangerous monuments. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the application by this cemetery for funds to repair these
dangerous monuments for a total cost of $87,023.18, subject to availability of funds.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 28:16-30:04.



26-05-E-31 — Forest Lawn Cemetery Group, No. 15-027: Amendment to Land Sale Approval

The cemetery seeks to amend the Board’s previous approval of a land sale to decrease the amount the
cemetery needs to deposit into its permanent maintenance fund to cover necessary expenses.

After discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted:
1. Finding that this land sale application, as amended, involves an unlisted action under SEQRA;
2. Finding that the sale of the land will have no or minimal environmental impact;
3. Issuing a negative declaration; and
4. Authorizing Board Chairman Michael Morris to sign the draft Short EAF Part 3 accompanying the
Division’s recommendation to the Board.

After the Board adopted that motion, a motion was made, seconded, an unanimously adopted amending
the Board’s November 13, 2025, approval of the sale to allow the Cemetery to deposit the sale proceeds,
net of $55,578.85 in necessary expenses, into its permanent maintenance fund.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 30:05-34:58.

26-05-F-32 — Mount Calvary Cemetery, No. 15-066: Amendment to Columbarium Approval
and PM Loan

The cemetery seeks to amend the Board'’s previous approval of a columbarium application and
recommendation for approval of a permanent maintenance fund loan to delay the cemetery’s first
repayment to January 15, 2027.

After discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted amending its September 19,
2025, approval of the columbarium and recommendation of approval of the PM loan, to recommend
Supreme Court approval of a modification of its previous Order to allow the Cemetery to begin
repayment on January 15, 2027.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 34:59-37:53.
26-05-G-33 — Oakwood Cemetery, No. 28-024: PM Loan Modification

The cemetery seeks to amend a previously approved PM Loan application to provide for a fixed
repayment schedule of $1,106 per month.

After discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted recommending Supreme
Court approval of the modified terms of the existing PM Loan, on the terms described in the
accompanying draft petition and order.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 37:54-42:00.
26-05-H-34 — Greensprings Cemetery, No. 55-034: Major Alteration

The cemetery seeks to add a toilet on cemetery grounds.

After discussion, a motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted approving the project at a
cost not to exceed $8,545.20.

The discussion of this application can be found in the video recording of this meeting at 42:01-46:45.



Public Comment

David Fleming, representing the NYS Association of Cemeteries, thanked previous Board Chair Mark
Pattison for his service on the Board.

An in-person attendee asked for clarification on the definition of what is considered a “hazardous
monument” by the Division. Investigator Seelman responded, explaining that monuments that have
already fallen are not generally considered hazardous.

The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for June 9, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at the One Commerce
Plaza, in Albany.

The meeting adjourned at 1:52 p.m.
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